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Oxford’s new landmark 


All together now 


Oxford has a new landmark, 
now that work on the exten- 
sion to Church House is com- 
plete. Not only is there a cross 
on the top of the building 
which is visible from all sides, 
there is also another cross 
(pictured) on the side of the 
tower, which can be seen only 
from the road. 

“The Bishop of Oxford pro- 


staff who had been working in 
very cramped spaces, and to 
provide better facilities for 
disabled people. The extended 
building had also added a big- 
ger conference hall, so that 
larger meetings such as the 
Bishop’s Council could now 
be held in Church House. 

He said that other options 
had been carefully considered. 



posed the introduction of a 
second cross as a symbol of 
the work going on at Church 
House which could be clearly 
seen by travellers along the 
ring road, and also by people 
on the other side of it,” said 
Davd Rathbone, the architect 
of the scheme. 

Roger Harwood, the Dioce- 
san Architect, explained that 
the addition of a three-storey* 
wing and a third storey to the 
existing building had 
increased the size of Church 
House by about 25 per cent. It 
was made necessary, he said, 
because there was insuffu- 
cient space to house all the 
Diocesan staff on one site. 
This meant,for example, that 
the Schools Department’s 
offices were in Forest Hill 
some eight miles away. 

Other considerations had 
been the need to improve 
office conditions for those 


such as renting elsewhere, but 
extending the existing build- 
ing had proved to be the most 
cost-effective solution . “I 
think it has put Church House 
on the map. The internal 
spaces are very appropriate 
for their function, and the out- 
side enhances the character of 
the original old vicarage. 
Church House now has a clear 
identity and character of its 
ojvn,” Roger Harwood said. 

The centre of the Church’s 
work in the Diocese, is situ- 
ated in North Hinksey, 
between the ring road and the 
River Isis (Thames), where 
Saxon farmers first forded the 
water with their cattle to 
found the settlement which 
eventually became Oxford 
(Oxenforde). At the building’s 
heart is the former North 
Hinksey Vicarage, designed 
by F.E. Street and built in 
1869 at a cost of £1,450. 


In 1959, the vicarage was 
conveyed by the then incum- 
bent, Mr Stratton, to the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance, who moved from the 
Bishop’s Palace in St 
Aldate’s. The general office 
and original conference room 
were added soon after the 
move, and other extensions 
were made in the early ‘70s, 
again in 1978, and at the end 
of the 80s. 

The latest extension has giv- 
en the full-time and part-time 
staff who now work at Church 
House a new sense of coming 
together as a community under 
God. That is why we decided 
to give you an insider’s view of 
some of the people who work 
there (pages 10 and 11). Did 
you know for instance that the 
Revd Tony Williamson (pic- 
tured here with children from 
Botley School) the Diocesan 
Director of Education 
(Schools), drove a fork lift at 
Cowley motor works for 30 
years, or that a secretary in the 
Social Responsibility Depart- 
ment has written a history of 
Blackbird Leys? 

• Living in community is 
something that the Insight 
group know all about, and 
they talk on page 2 of this 
issue about the powerful way 
in which God has moved in 
their lives. 

• Sister Gillian Clare is also 
a member of a community, 
and we include her thoughtful 
reflections for Lent, ‘Allow- 
ing for each other’ is on page 
8 . 

• An Anglo-Catholic church 
that rose again out of a bomb 
site (page 19), books for Lent 
( page 18), coping with a 
death in the family ( page 13) 
and how to run your own 
Children’s day (page 15) are 
all inside this DOOR. 


Strengthening our schools 


One of the greatest threats to village schools 
comes from parents who choose to drive their 
children by car to schools elsewhere, says Small 
Village Schools , a new paper from the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education. 

The paper emphasises the need for high qual- 
ity education, whether in large or small schools, 
and recognises the pressures facing head teach- 
ers with the introduction of the National Cur- 
riculum and many organisational changes. The 
problem is particularly acute in schools which 
may face a reduction in teachers, more mixed 
age classes and possible closure. 

The Diocesan Board of Education urges small 


schools to consider sharing their expertise and 
resources with neighbouring schools through 
‘clustering’. It also sees the value of some 
schools voluntarily amalgamating to create 
strong rural schools. 

Each school must be considered on its merits, 
in consultation with parents, the local commu- 
nity, the LEA and the Diocese, says the paper. 
But whatever organisational changes are made at 
LEA and national level, “the Diocese will con- 
tinue to play its part and will offer professional, 
educational and, when possible, financial sup- 
port to governors of Church schools”. 



f 


Springtime 
launch for 
city church 

BBC Television’s Easter Sun- 
day Songs of Praise on April 
19 will be broadcast live from 
Christ the Cornerstone in Mil- 
ton Keynes, to celebrate the 
opening of the new church. 

The church will be opened 
officially on March 13, when 
the Queen will take part in a 
special service attended by the 
four presidents of Churches 
Together in England - the first 
time that they have come 
together for other than a 
national event. 

There will be details of the 
service in the April DOOR, 
together with photographs of 
the new church and of some of 
these connected with it. Also in 
this special Milton Keynes edi- 
tion will be interviews with 
Hugh Cross, the Ecumenical 
Moderator, and Professor Stan- 
nard, the distinguished Chris- 
tian physicist. 


Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 

OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 


one village^ 

The World Shop ^ 
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Chris Whitfield 

Chris, graduated in psychology 
at Plymouth Polytechnic before 
joining the Lee Abbey Commu- 
nity for two years, working as a 
dairy herdsman. He and Soobi 
married when they left the Com- 
munity and moved to High 
Wycombe. He was a self-em- 
ployed fencing contractor before 
Insight was set up. His applica- 
tions to be an ordination candi- 
date have so far failed. 

Jo Elliston 

At 22, Jo is the youngest member 
of the community. She was bom 
in Grimsby but was brought up 
mostly in Suffolk. She went to 
Lee Abbey after leaving school 
and remained there was for two 
years before spending a year in 
New Zealand as a parish assistant 
in Hamilton. After returning to 
this country, she joined Insight. 
She plans to study theology in 
Bristol and work in schools. 

Julia Underhill 

Julia came to Lee Abbey “for a bit 
of an adventure” after graduating 
in biochemistry at home in Cana- 
da. Lee Abbey changed her life, 
and she did different kinds of 
evangelistic work and also lived 
in a Christian community in Can- 
ada. She has become increasingly 
interested in expressing her faith 
through mime, which she studied 
in London. She plans to do a 
graduate course in theology . 

Soobie Whitfield 

Soobie is a dancer, but after com- 
pleting a dance theatre degree 
she joined the Lee Abbey com- 
munity, where she met Chris. 
After their marriage she worked 
in an unemployment office in 
High Wycombe until Insight be- 
gan. There is much excitement in 
the household, because she is 
expecting her first baby in March. 

Dave Hopwood 

Insight was bom after Dave left 
Lee Abbey to tour churches as a 
freelance actor and mime artist. 
He worked in a bank before 
joining the Lee Abbey commu- 
nity for four years. He writes 
much of the material himself, 
and when the community breaks 
up he hopes to set up a school of 
Christian drama. Dave was away 
during The DOOR’s visit, so we 
we were unable to interview him. 



Insight began in January 1990, when five young people, two of 
them married’ to each other, decided to live together as a 
worshipping community. Their life together became a spring- 
board for their ministry as a Christian drama group/theatre 
company working in schools, churches or in the street, to 
inform, entertain, challenge and inspire faith in Jesus through 
the creative arts. 

Their aim is for a simple lifestyle of prayer, worship and 
fasting, in which they accept and care for one another as well as 
involving themselves in their local church and community. 
They have strong links with St Andrew’s Church in High 
Wycombe, and John Hughes, the former vicar, was Pastor to the 
group (“He’s a referee for us when we are all fed up”) until he left 
the Diocese last year. 

The five met at Lee Abbey, a Christian Community in North 
Devon. Then, Dave started teaching and performing in church- 
es on his own before moving in with Soobie and Chris in High 
Wycombe. They started to share their ideas, and as the vision 
became clearer asked Jo and Julia to join them. The house is 


owned by a Methodist minister, and most of the furniture 
belongs to Chris and Soobie. They pool the money they earn and 
receive, but personal money has remained separate. The work 
side has been successful and well received. Their fees almost 
finance the community. The shortfall is made up by Christian 
friends or one-off gifts. “God has been extremely faithful to us. 
We have got just enough money to cover everything we have put 
on our budget. What we didn’t put down, we didn’t get There 
was no excess, just what we asked.” 

Domestically, they seem to have coped rather well with living in 
a small house. After Holy Communion on Wednesday morning 
they each clean a room. Other chores rotate, or are parcelled out. 
For instance, Soobie does the bookings, Julia the accounts and 
Dave takes care of any training. They also have a day off each 
week, but spend almost all the rest of their time in each other’s 
company. 

The five have agreed to go their separate ways in August. They 
feel that they have now discovered their own particular gifts and 
vision, and that to stay together after that could be destructive. 


The Insight Community 



“Even though I was brought up in a 
vicarage, I had a secondhand faith. 
However, I had a very definite con- 
version experience when I went to 
Lee Abbey as a guest on an Easter 
house party. In practical ways it sud- 
denly gave me something to live for, 
at a time when I had been finishing 
my degree and was intending to join 
the armed forces. Instead, I went off 
and did voluntary work with the 
Church Army in various places and 
then joined Lee Abbey about six 
months after I was converted. 

“On a more personal level, I was 
very low in confidence and self es- 
teem at the time, but because of the 
Christians I came into contact with, 
I started to believe that God might 
have some purpose in my life. It gave 
me hope and a vision for my own life 
that it wasn’t just a random biological 
fact that I was here, and there was 
purpose and a meaning. 

“My vision of what God wants me 
to do has not so much changed, as 
grown. I relate to God very much 
through the people around me, so 
having spent two years in very close 
proximity to four others, I’ve learnt a 
lot about how they’re different from 
me and yet still made in God’ s image. 
There will always be large tracts of 
God that are unknown territory for 
me, and that’s been brought home to 
me through our differences and sim- 
ilarities and seeing God incarnated in 
each of us. I have learned more about 
God as I have learned more about 
myself and the others.” 

Julia 

“I was fairly insecure, and would nev- 
er have been caught dead on the stage. 
However, after Lee Abbey my life 
was never the same again. I was asked 
to do a short mime there, and I think 
I’d always wanted to deep dowq but 
could never get up the courage. I feel 
God has encouraged me over ten years 
until I finally feel that I can become 
some of what He created me to be. 
“At university, my faith became real. 


and for the first time I understood the 
Gospels. That made me quite mad 
with the Church because I’d been 
going to church all my life and they 
had never told me about it! Although 
I had come to faith , I didn’t know 
how to apply it. I was back sliding in 
many areas of my life which is why 
I went to Lee Abbey. There, I think I 
learned about applying Christian 
principles to everyday life. It gave 
me much more of a rooting in how to 
live as a Christian rather than just to 
believe it. 

“In a community you’re given am-, 
pie opportunity to apply it. You have 
ample opportunity to say “I’m sorry 
for being cranky” and for saying 
“That’s alright, I forgive you.” We 
often don’t say that in life. We just 
cover things over. You also learn 
about serving other people — actual- 
ly making the choice not to do neces- 
sarily what you want to do, constant- 
ly for the sake of somebody else.” 

Jo 

“My father is a vicar, but I became a 
Christian when I was 16 . Learning 
how to live out my faith in a practical 


way has been very important to me. I 
think one thing that has become more 
of an issue with me has been how to 
communicate God’s love in a world 
that is hurting. How to help people 
who have had so much tragedy in 
their life and let them know that God 
loves them and cares for them whilst 
still acknowledging the pain that 
they’ve been through, and not sound- 
ing glib or hypocritical in any way, is 
a challenge to me and something that 
I want to learn to do much more.” 

Soobie 

“I too was brought up in a Christian 
home, but faith has grown very slow- 
ly and gradually. By living in com- 
munity I’ve learned most the actual 
cost of being a Christian. Most of the 
furniture here belongs to Chris and 
me, and I found it hard at first to share 
things and not say ‘be careful’ or 
‘take your feet off the sofa’. 

“It’s brought out a lot of selfishness 
in me, and I’ve often felt like that rich 
young man who went to Jesus and 
said: ‘What must I do?’ and Jesus told 
him to go and sell everything. He 
went away very sad because it was 


too hard. And I’ve often said to God: 
‘This is too hard. I can’t do this. I 
can’t share Chris any more’ , because 
being married with singles around 
sometimes can be quite hard just 
from the privacy point of view. And 
it’s quite easy to get jealous, espe- 
cially since I’ve been pregnant. 
Sometimes I have looked at myself 
and thought: ‘I’m a big fat lump, and 
there are two nice young ladies wan- 
dering around the house ! ’ I’ ve some- 
times said to God: ‘Please don’t ask 
any more of me’. 

“The thought of sharing the baby 
can be daunting too, because it will 
be hard learning to be a mother with 
other people around. But then again, 
I must say that I have also learned a 
lot about God’s grace. Every time I 
have thought it was too hard and that 
I couldn’t go on, I have had an im- 
mense amount of grace poured into 
my life, and I’ve been able to cope.” 

Photos ( except Dave Hopwood ) 
by Frank Blackwell 

For more information about Insight 
or about community living, ring 
0494 448361. See also page 7. 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


^JkawesmM dWu/igtng ‘BJome 


cWaitgitmQoad 

on -’DTiames, ©von. 


Beautifully situated on the banks of 
the River Thames with superb 
accommodation. 24-hour Qualified 
Nursing for post operatives, 
convalescent or full rehabilitation 
care of the elderly for short or Jong 
stays. 

Telephone: Henley 575002 Matron 
Henley 571103 Office 
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New head 
takes over 
at CCOW 


The Archbishop in Oxford: 

Healing for a broken world 


Dates for 
your diary 


The Ecumenical Moderator of 
Milton Keynes, the Revd 
Hugh Cross, is to be the new 
chairman of Christian Concern 
for One World (COW). He 
takes over from the Revd 
Susan Cole- King who recently 
became vice-chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility. 

Hugh Cross, a Baptist Min- 
ister who was born and 
brought up in Zambia, 
returned there to work for 
three years at the Mindola 
Ecumenical Centre in the six- 
ties. 

Christian Concern for One 
World works across Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxford- 
shire to raise awareness, com- 
mitment and involvement 
among churches and their 
members to the challenges of 
justice, peace and the sharing 
of resources. The full-time co- 
ordinator is Canon Christopher 
Hall 


Royal visit 

Prince Edward attended a ser- 
vice of thanksgiving and 
rededication at the Minster 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Reading, on February 6 to 
commemorate the fortieth 
anniversary of the Queen’s 
accession. 

He went on to a town hall 
reception where he was 
received by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant for the Royal County of 
Berkshire, Mr John Hender- 
son, and the Bishop of Read- 
ing, the Rt. Revd. John Bone. 
At the service the Bishop said: 
“How can a life lived in the 
public gaze be renewed and 
sustained in the way in which 
quite patently it is? Well, we 
know, because she makes no 
secret of it, that this public 
person who somehow belongs 
to each of us ... is renewed and 
sustained by a deep personal 
faith in God. In an age when it 
is not fashionable the symbol 
of our life as a people is a 
woman of faith. This is the 
wellspring from which she 
derives her commitment to US 
and the inspiration to serve as 
she does.” 


Sharing 

A covenant drawn up to mark 
the 21st anniversary of Chip- 
penham Church was signed at 
a special service . St Andrew's 
is shared by Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics, and the 
document commits the twin 
congregations to continue 
helping and sharing within the 
church and community. 


Berks mission 

The ‘Win Berkshire for Christ 
Group’ is organising a mission 
in Wokingham in the autumn. 

The powerful evangelist J. 
John will lead the mission in a 
marquee in a playiitg field on 
the Nine Mile Ride from 
September 7 to 12. As part of 
preparation, on March 20 and 
21 Brian Mills will speak on 
‘Spiritual Warfare’ at Hatch 
School, Crowthome. For infor- 
mation contact Alan Clacey, 
Win Berkshire for Christ, 78 
Wheatley, Bracknell, Berk- 
shire, tel 0344 428785. 


“Here in comfortable Oxford 
you will be able to go to places 
where the brokenness of the 
world is unmistakeable.” said 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
speaking in the University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin 
on February 10, at the opening 
of a three - day University mis- 
sion on ‘Healing in a Broken 
World’. 

Dr Carey said it was easy to 


feel horror and not to believe 
in the providence of God, 
when faced with the broken- 
ness of our world. However, 
the mission was about grap- 
pling with the reality of suffer- 
ing at its darkest point, and 
finding God in it. 

Our world looked for certain- 
ties, absolutes and systems, but 
perhaps we needed to face up 
to the possibility that our 


understanding of the world 
needed revising. Job was mys- 
teriously vindicated without 
any explanation as to why 
God allowed such suffering to 
fall on a good man. Perhaps 
like that of Job’s friends, our 
mind was too narrowly circum- 
scribed. Part of the vocation of 
the Church was to help us to be 
free, said the Archbishop. 

“What if God permeates all 



Banbury challenge 

A new team rector has been appointed to lead the Church of Eng- 
land’s work in Banbury. The Revd David Ineson will be inducted 
into his new position at a special service at St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm on Tuesday, March 10. Church and town representatives 
will be there and all Banbury residents are warmly welcome. 

David Ineson has served in parishes in the north of England for 
the last 20 years , with experience of inter-Church work, schools, 
hospitals and ministerial training. His wife Hilary works for the 
Church of England as an Adult Education Officer, and they have 
four children. 

“We look forward to a lively faith and growing church during 
David Ineson ’s time here” said the Revd David Thomson, Vicar 
of St Paul’s . 

The building of Banbury’s first ecumenical church also got 
under way recently ,when Bishop Philip Pargeter, Roman 
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Birmingham, 
cut the first sod of the new St Francis Church in Highlands. The 
building is the result of the Hardwick and Ruscote Ecumenical 
Church Project and should be completed by the end of the year. 


The Bishop of Oxford joined 
pupils and staff at Blake 
School, Witney, recently to 
celebrate the school’s tenth 
anniversary. The Bishop led 
a service of thanksgiving and 
everyone, including past 
members of staff, enjoyed the 
special birthday cake baked 
by Elizabeth Williams, a 
school governor (inside 
right). Pictured with the 
Bishop and Elizabeth 

Williams are (far left ) the 
Revd Stephen Bessent, Vicar 
of Cogges and (far right) Pat 
Cook, head teacher, and 
some of the children. The 
Church aided school has 278 
on its roll. Photo , courtesy of 
Oxford & County 
Newspapers . 


IN MY VIEW by John Madeley 


An important ray of hope 


Using land in a careful, natural way offers com- 
munities the chance of growing substantially 
more food. Amid the bad news of world hunger, 
permaculture is an important ray of hope. 

Just over the brow of a hill in an isolated area 
of Australia's New South Wales, a smallholding 
has a sign on its unassuming front drive, ‘Per- 
maculture Institute’. But the contribution the 
ideas of the institute are making to a hungry 
world are of shattering importance. 

The notion of permaculture was developed in 
the late 1970s by an Australian agronomist and 
ecologist. Bill Mollison, and won him the 'Alter- 
native Nobel Prize' in 1981. Mollison's ideas 
have spread rapidly - there are now institutes in 
nearly 60 countries. 

Basically, permaculture is short for 'perma- 
nent agriculture' but it is actually much wider 
than that. Mollison describes permaculture as "a 
design science with an ethic that covers all 
aspects of human settlement: partly about agri- 
culture, partly about gardening, energy, trans- 
port, architecture, finance, social design, non- 
waste production, waste recycling and so on". 

So, the farmer who practices permaculture 
will use organic methods and will also have an 
energy-efficient house etc, and, because of the 
energy cost, will not bring in organic manures 
from hundreds of miles away. 

From the five-acre site that is Bill's home, and 


also the Permaculture Institute office and pack- 
ing room, books on the subject are sent all over 
the world. The garden is a careful mixture of 
crops and trees that allows the soil to yield its 
harvest in a natural way. As there are no services 
such as water laid on, the sloping site has been 
designed with dams. 

Bill Mollison has travelled the world to pro- 
mote permaculture, and says that when farmers 
who have used chemicals switch to permaculture 
methods, their yields may at first dip. "But even- 
tually they should produce much more. For a 
farmer who has been using chemicals on his 
land we devise about a five-year changeover 
time." Mulchiilg is stressed, and the right kind of 
trees are suggested, so that yields increase while 
inputs reduce, because nitrogen is being pro- 
vided. Bill stresses that permaculture techniques 
are particularly relevant for dry areas. 

"In some cases farmers need use only one 
quarter of the land to get the same yield," he 
says, "they can then use the other three-quarters 
of their land for rainfall harvesting. And the 
farmer is then in a pretty steady situation, get- 
ting much higher yields with no chemical fer- 
tiliser or pesticide. In some cases, farmers can 
do much better than a four-fold increase.” 

John Madeley is a general synod member , a 
Reader and Editor of International Agricultural 
Development magazine. 


things? What if the brokenness 
of the world which is used as 
an argument to reject a God of 
order, is itself the medium 
through which He makes Him- 
self known?” he asked. 

“Through the foolishness of 
crucifixion God’s perfect 
wisdom is found. It is a way 
of seeing; a way of finding; a 
way of belonging.” It was 
not, he said, a solution to our 
brokenness so much as a 
twofold encounter with a 
healing God on one hand and 
the reality of a broken world 
on the other. 

Global claims for God and 
Christianity, Dr Carey went on, 
allowed the Gospel to make 
radical demands of us. But 
such claims failed to find a 
response among those who 
could not make such an abso- 
lute commitment. 

The mission was making a 
more modest claim, he con- 
cluded. “Our God is able to 
make something even of the 
provisional faith we offer. He 
can meet the person who 
comes with half belief: There 
is hope for people who are 
aware of such brokenness 
within them that healing seems 
to be impossible.” 


Design win 

The careful renovation of a 
medieval parsonage house in 
Radley, Oxford, was the run- 
ner-up in the Vate of the 
White Horse District Coun- 
cil’s recent Design Awards. 
The plans were drawn up ‘in 
house’ by Roger Harwood and 
David Hooley of the Diocesan 
Buildings Committee. 

The parsonage came a close 
second in the category for the 
project “which most success- 
fully retained the character 
and interest of buildings of 
historic and architectural inter- 
est”. The house is now the 
Rectory and the home of the 
Revd Keith Kinnaird, Rector 
of Radley and Sunningwell. 


• The annual Diocesan Chil- 
dren’s Gift Day has proved so 
popular that this year there will 
be three separate Gift Days. 
The Bishop of Oxford will 
attend Oxfordshire’s Gift Day 
on Saturday May 23 at the 
Church of our Lady, Bloxham, 
while the new Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes will welcome the chil- 
dren of Buckinghamshire on 
Saturday May 30 in the pres- 
ence of Bishop Simon Bur- 
rows. Berkshire’s Gift Day on 
Saturday June 6 will be held at 
the Church of St Peter’s, Ear- 
ley, Reading, attended by 
Bishop John Bone. Money 
raised will go to a rural devel- 
opment project in Zaire. More 
information from Roger Fray, 
Children’s Adviser, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford OX2 0NB. 

• Christian Aid Week, from 
May 11-16 , takes the theme 
‘We believe in life before 
death’ but with a focus on the 
importance of land. Your Area 
Secretary will advise on organ- 
ising events and send you a 
free copy of The Christian Aid 
Guide to Successful Fundrais- 
ing . In Buckinghamshire con- 
tact Mousa Conteh, The Com- 
munity Centre, Stoney 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, 
MK1 1 1JA ( 0908 261352). 
For Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
write to the Revd Justine 
Wyatt, Christian Aid, 55 Rec- 
tory Road, Oxford OX4 1BW ( 
0865 251222). 

• ‘Trading Places - Linking 

Lives’ is the theme for One 
World Week( October 18-25) . 
A handbook for planners, a 
study action guide and list of 
events, leaflets, posters, bal- 
loons and logos are all avail- 
able from mid-April from One 
World Week, PO Box 100, 
London SE1 7RT, tel 071 620 
4444 (and let them know if you 
are planning an event). 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For Independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 

Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 

Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


uest financial services. 
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THE CATHOLIC LEAGUE 
.ANNUAL RETREAT 

for men and women 
Friday evening, 27th March to 
Sunday 29th March 
at Stacklands Retreat House West 
Kingsdown, nr Sevenoaks 
Led by Fr T van Carrapiett SRC 
cost £45 inclusive 

Members & non members welcome 
Bookings and further details 
and details of the Catholic League: 
Geoffrey Wright 
205 Merlin House, Napier Road 
Enfield, Middx. EN3 4QN 


Advertise Your: 

Articles for Sale 
Situations 
Vacant services 

Anything ... in classified 
and GET RESULTS... 

Only £4.50 plus vat 
for 3 lines 

TEL: OXFORD 880505 


[T| Holloway’s (J| 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND C0NCELEBRATI0N 
SIZES 

WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO GLUTEN 
FREE and SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 
Price lists and details on request from 


F A. DUMONT LTD.. High Street. Lyminge 
Folkestone. Kent CT18 8EL1^L(0303) 863193 




THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon OX14 4AF. 

Tel: (0235) 847401 


PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS Spring 1992 

Gardening and Meditation: with the ReVd Dr Susan Cole-King and Matthew 
Needham 9-11 March. 

Wrestling with Gad — ■ new Took at the Old Testament: with Rachel Ridley and 
Janet Lake 14-15 March 

Guided Lent Retreat: With Rov'd Dr Susan Cole-King 15 March- 12 April 

Rev'd Peter Dewey — The Purpose of Life: a quiet day 29 March 

"O let them be left, wildness and wet": with Grace Jordan 20-22 March 

Sir George Trevelyan — Poetry: the Tao of the Soul : with Sir George Trevelyan and 

friends 3-5 April. 

Dorn Bede Grimtlw: event to be announced April 


For information on these and other events please send SAE 


X 



WILL YOU ACCEPT A 
CHALLENGE FROM 

ROMANIAN ORPHANS? 

THE ROMANIAN ORPHANAGE TRUST 

ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS 

COUNTRYWIDE 

Help us organise fund-raising events In your area. 

This is a unique opportunity to do something very worthwhile and meet 
new friends. 

If you are energetic, full of ideas and have time to spare, please 
telephone us for more details. 

071-248 2424 

THE ROMANIAN 
ORPHANAGE TRUST 
Helping Romania save a generation 
32 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4SS 



ZJ | DELTEC 

Computers^ 

COMMODORE AMIGA PC/AT 
COMPATIBLES & ACORN 
ARCHIMEDES SPECIALISTS 


WITH A WIDE RANGE OF PERIPHERALS 

LAPTOP COMPUTERS, AUDIO/VISUAL DIGITISERS, SCANNERS, 
LASER, JET AND DOT MATRIX PRINTERS, FACSIMILES AND FAX 
CARDS. MODEMS, INTERNAL BOARDS, MONITORS, SOFTWARES 
AND PUBLIC DOMAIN, MEMORY UPGRADES ETC. 

WE ALSO HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF COMPUTER CONSUMABLES 

MOBILE 0860 701924/660815 
TEL: 0923 893211. FAX: 0923 893134 
PO BOX 170, B0REHAMW00D, 

HERTS WD6 3BP 


iSobin iUtnce 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


SAINT ANDREW-BY-THE- 
WARDROBE 

Queen Victoria Street, London EC4 


ADVANCED SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Spring Term 1992 - Sunday at 4.00pm 


"DOING THEOLOGY TODAY” 
****** 

"God and Man" - Sunday 1st March 
The Revd. Edgar Dowse 
LTh., MA., BD. 

****** 

"The Living Church" - 
Sunday 8th March 
Canon John Halliburton 
MA., D.Phil. 

"God in a Scientific World" - 
Sunday 15th March 
The Revd. John Polkinghome FRS., 
MA., Ph.D., Sc.D. 

****** 

"The Ministry, Consider your 
Calling" - Sunday 22nd March 
The Revd. Brian Horne BA., Dip. 
Th., M. Litt., M. Div., Ph D. 


Afternoon Tea is served in the West 
Gallery at 4.00pm 
Lectures begin at 4.30pm - 
Evensong will be sung at 5.30pm 


Nearest Stations: Blackfriars 
(District & Circle) St. Pauls 
(Central Line) also City Thameslink 
Buses: 6,9, 11, 15 in LudgateHill 
45 & 63 New Bridge St. 


Si Andrew's House Rector: 

St. Andrew’s Hill John Paul 

EC4V5DE 071-248 7546 


T, : or choosing Siloam as your 
I channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal" 


* SILOAM I 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES * 
5, Clarendon Place, £, 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG ? 

If you would like to know more about our §. 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the Helow for a copy 

of Oui . . magazine 

NAME 

ADORESS 


POSTCOOE 


ECTON HOUSE 

OPEN RETREATS FOR 1992 


“Send my Roots Rain’’ 

20-22 March 

Conducted by Penelope Eckersley 

£40.00 

“Scenes from the Passion’* 

£50.00 

Holy Week - 13-16 April 
Conducted by Canon Jjm Richardson 


A General Retreat 

£40.00 

20-22 October — Conducted by the 
Venerable Bernard Femyhough 


Deposit £5 per person 



All prices inclusive of VAT 

For further details and 
a booking form contact 
The Reverend Peter Naylor 

Ecton House, Northampton 

Church Way, Ecton, (0604) 406442 

Northampton NN6 OQE 407223 (guests) 



Songs of Praise devotees can 
now join in the hymn-singing 
to their heart’s content. As a 
result of overwhelming 
audience demand, the popular 
BBC Television programme 
took on a new look on 
February 2, when for the first 
time the words of the hymns 
were shown on the screen. 

To celebrate the occasion 
the programme went to Olney 
in this Diocese, which was 
chosen not for its famous 
Shrove Tuesday pancake race 
but because of an association 
with hymn writing going back 
to 1764 when John Newton 
was appointed curate. He was 
soon joined by his friend, 
William Cowper, whom 
Newton helped through bouts 
of depression by encouraging 
him to write hymns — often in 
a little summer house at the 
bottom of the garden. 

The Olney Hymnbook of 
1779 by Cooper and Newton 


contained many of our best- 
loved hymns, and some of 
these, including ‘Amazing 
Grace’, were sujig by the 
Olney congregation. 

Among those interviewed 
was Sir Thomas Armstrong 
(pictured top), the former 
Principal of the Royal 
Academy of Music and for 2 1 
years the Organist at Christ 
Church Cathedral. He spoke of 
Cooper’s musical talents and 
of another great Olney hymn 
writer, Henry Gauntlett, an 
organist in the church from the 
age of nine and the writer of 
‘Fill thou my life O Lord my 
God, in every part with praise’. 
The blessing was given by the 
Rector, the Revd Christopher 
Burden, before the programme 
finished fittingly with ‘Let all 
the world in every comer sing’. 

Frank Blackwell 

Photographs from the screen 
by courtesy of BBC Television 
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We can give state a lead 


With a general election 
on the horizon, James 
Cobban looks at the 
question of propor- 
tional representation 
and asks: 

If it’s good enough for the 
Church why not for the coun- 
try? 

It may well be that after the 
General Election the question 
of proportional representation 
will become a live political 
issue. We are, I believe, the 
only country in Europe cer- 
tainly the only one of the Nine 
which still adheres strictly to 
the principle of ‘first past the 
post’. Of the many forms of 
PR available it is generally 
agreed that the system known 
as the Single Transferable Vole 
(STV) is the only one we could 
seriously consider. 

Synod elections 

This is a matter of especial 
interest to church people, 
because we have been using 
‘STV’ ourselves for our elec- 
tions to Church Assembly 
(from 1920) and General Synod 
(from 1970). Members of the 
lowest level of synodical gov- 
ernment, the PCCs, elect the lay 
members of deanery synods. 
They in turn elect their own 
representatives to the diocesan 
synod; and they join with all 
the other deanery houses of 
laity to elect, by STV, the lay 
people who will represent the 
diocese on the General Synod. 
(The same system is used by 
the clergy to elect to their own 
House in the Synod). Each 
voter is sent by post a list of all 
the candidates, in alphabetical 
order, together with copies of 
their election addresses. He 
marks up his card in order of 
preference until there is no can- 
didate left in whom he has the 
slightest interest. 

Complex process 

Simple enough so far. The 
crunch comes when the return- 
ing officers begin to sort out 
the voting papers. On two 
occasions I have sat through 
the count for the election of the 
lay members of the Oxford 
Diocese. The process is com- 
plex, even mathematically 
beautiful. 

The aim is to ensure that no 
vote is wasted because it is 
given either to a candidate who 
is so popular that he does not 
need it (in this case a propor- 
tion of the ‘voting power’ of 
each elector is redistributed) or 
to a less popular candidate who 
does not stand a chance (in this 
case all the first votes cast for 
him are transferred in full to 
the voters’ second prefer- 


ences). This transfer goes on 
until enough candidates have 
reached the ‘quota’ necessary 
for election. 

The results provide a highly 
accurate representation of feel- 
ing. By and large every vote 
cast is of equal value, in that 
every voting paper (provided it 
is marked up far enough) will 
eventually have exercised the 


one; and ‘first past the post’ 
tends to magnify a slight lead 
in popular support into a good 
working majority. This may 
have had some force in the old 
days when Tory and Liberal, 
then Tory and Labour, played a 
hard game of In and Out. It 
has lost its edge with the 
growth of significant minor 
parties. The possibility of a 



Many Christians are already working to help the homeless. 
Others would like to help but don’t know how to begin. 

Windows and Walls (published by Church Action on 
Poverty with assistance from Shelter at £4) is a practical 
handbook for church groups wanting to think through and 
act on issues related to housing. 

It draws on the experience of individuals and groups who 
have been active around housing issues for some time, be 
they homeless, housing activists, tenants or from church 
groups. There is a particularly useful list of addresses and 
resources at the back and striking illustrations (pictured) by 
Craig Russell. 


same amount of influence; and 
there is no danger of the result 
being distorted by a splitting of 
the vote between several candi- 
dates of the same outlook. 

If STV is so good for us, why 
don’t we use it for our parlia- 
mentary elections? In these 
technological days I do not 
think the complex machinery 
of assessment need stop us. I 
am sure the computers could 
deal with that. More serious is 
the argument that the English 
want a strong government 
rather than a representative 


Boycotting Nescafe 


The General Synod, meeting in 
York last July, voted to boycott 
Nescafe. Their grounds were 
that Nescafe is made by Nestle, 
a company which Synod con- 
cluded were promoting artifi- 
cial milk in ways which were 
undermining breastfeeding in 
developing countries despite 
the fact that bottle-fed babies 
had been shown. to be more at 
risk. 

A motion, proposed by the 
Diocese of Leicester, was 
unanimously adopted and 
called on Nestle “to end the 


promotion of breastmilk substi- 
tutes by means of free and sub- 
sidised supplies to third World 
hospitals and maternity 
wards”. 

Patti Rundall of the national 
Baby Milk Action campaign 
will explain the General 
Synod’s boycott to supporters 
and sceptics on Saturday, 
March 21, in the Botley W.I. 
Hall, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford between 9.30am and 
lpm. Enquiries to Canon 
Christopher Hall on 0869 
38225. 


hung parliament is very real. 

There remains the argument 
that a multiple constituency 
removes what may be called the 
Eatanswill factor - that strand in 
English history, or mythology, 
which encourages us all to see 


Notice to 
advertisers 

All enquiries concerning advertis- 
ing in this newspaper should be 
directed to the publishers (Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Limited) 
through its printers (Goodhead 
Publishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accepted 
and published upon the Condi- 
tions of Acceptance published 
from time to time by Goodhead 
Publishing Limited as if in those 
conditions the name of Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Limited 
were added to that of Goodhead 
Publishing Limited and refer- 
ences throughout the remainder 
of the document amended 
accordingly; copies of the Condi- 
tions of Acceptance are available 
from Goodhead Publishing Lim- 
ited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Lim- 
ited and Goodhead Publishing 
Limited for themselves, their ser- 
vants or agents reserve the right 
to make any alteration it or they 
consider necessary or desirable 
in an advertisement and to 
require blocks or copy to be 
amended to meet its or their 
approval. 


our parliamentary elections in 
terms of a knock-out contest. 
With STV the numbers 
involved mean that there is little 
contact between candidates and 
individual voters. The whole 
things is much more imper- 
sonal, and when it is over you 
still don’t have your own mem- 
ber. We do like to have some 
particular shoulder to cry on - 
whether in Church or in State. 

Undoubtedly STV has logic 
on its side. The pragmatist will 
ask why we should want to 
change a system which has 
served us so well. But you 
can’t defy logic indefinitely. 
My own view, which I have 
reached reluctantly, is that 
STV will come, probably first 
for the elections to the Euro- 
pean Parliament (as it has 
already done in Northern Ire- 
land), then for any form of 
Scottish or Welsh Council. 

Before we adopt it for our 
own national elections there is 
a lot of hard thinking to be 
done about how we can make 
the whole thing more personal. 
There is much instinctive and 
deep-rooted prejudice to be 
removed. 

Sir James Cobban is the for- 
mer headmaster of Abingdon 
School and was a member of 
General Synod for 15 years. 
He now lives in Yeovil and is a 
regular contributor to the Sab 
isbury Link. 

Serving Bucks 

The Right Revd Simon Burrows, 
the Bishop of Buckingham has 
been awarded an Honorary Doctor- 
ate by the University of Bucking- 
ham “for outstanding service to the 
county of Buckingham”. 

Bishop Simon, who was 
appointed an area bishop 17 years 
ago, says that he is particularly 
delighted to accept the degree at 
the time of the opening of Milton 
Keynes’ City Church. 


Bishops’ Visitations 


The Bishop of Oxford and the three Area Bishops of Bucking- 
ham, Oxfordshire and Reading will be making their official Visi- 
tations to the Deaneries in May and June. Their ‘Articles of 
Enquiry’ to clergy and churchwardens have incorporated ques- 
tions about priorities in the new VISION AND PRIORITIES FOR 
THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD IN THE DECADE OF EVANGE- 
LISM (See February DOOR). During their Visitations the Bish- 
ops will comment on the parish responses to them, and there will 
also be an opportunity for discussion. 

The deanery Visitation dates are: 

BERKSHIRE ARCHDEACONRY 

Bradfield Deanery: Tuesday, May 12 

Wallinford: Monday, May 18 

Reading: Thursday, May 21 


Vale of White Horse Monday, June 1 
Newbury: Friday, June 5 


Maidenhead: 

Wantage 

Abingdon: 


Monday, June 8 
Friday, June 12 
Monday June 22 


Bracknell/Sonning Thursday, June 25 
ALL ABOVE AT 8PM 


St. John’s, Mortimer 

St. Matthew’s, Harwell 

St. Matthew’s, 

Southcote 

St. Mary, Buckland 

St. Lawrence’s, 

Hungerford 

Holy Trinity, Cookham 

St. John’s, Grove 

St. Helen & St. 

. Katherine 
School, Abingdon 
St. Paul’s, Wokingham 


BUCKINGHAM ARCHDEACONRY 


Burnham: 

Wycombe: 

Amersham: 

Mursley: 

Wendover: 

Claydon: 

Aylesbury: 

Buckingham: 

Milton Keynes: 

Newport: 


Tuesday, May 12 
Thursday, May 14 
Monday, May 18 

Thursday, May 21 
Tuesday, June 2 
Thursday, June 4 
Tuesday, June 9 
Thursday*, June 1 1 

Tuesday*, June 23 

Thursday*, June 25 


Britwell St. George 
Bourne End St. Mark 
Amersham -on-the-Hill 
St Michael 

Linslade St Barnabas 
Wendover St Mary 
Winslow St Laurence 
Haddenham St Mary 
Tingewick St Mary 
Magdalene 
Milton Keynes 
Christ the Cornerstone 
Newport Pagnell 
St. Peter & St. Paul 


THOSE ASTERISKED AT 7.30PM OTHERS AT 8PM. 


OXFORD ARCHDEACONRY 


Witney: 

Woodstock: 

Deddington: 

Henley: 

Chipping Norton: 


Monday May 1 1 
Tuesday May 12 
Wednesday May 1 3 
Friday May 1 5 
Wednesday May 20 


Aston & Cuddesdon: Thursday May 21 


Bicester & Islip: 


Wednesday May 27 


St. Mary 

St Mary Magdalene 
Our Lady of Bloxham 
St Thomas, Goring 
St Mary 

St Mary, Wheatley 
St Mary, Kirtlington 


ALL ABOVE AT 7.30PM. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE WHAT 
WE CAN TURN 
YOUR SAVINGS 
INTO 





POUNDS 



You’d be surprised what exciting things our 10 year Investor Plan can help you save for. 

From just £20 a month, you could be looking at a sizeable lump sum by the year 2002. 

Think what you could use it for - it could go towards the holiday of a lifetime, a new 
car, your own villa . . . anything you’ve always promised yourself. 

It’s another example of the way we’re developing the progressive products you want. 

So, ring or complete the coupon now for written details and find out how we can help 
you save for something you’ve always dreamed about. 

Customer Services Department, Ecclesiastical Life, FREEPOST (6R1717), Beaufort 
House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1BR. Tel. No. 0452 528533. 

The Ecclesiastical 10 year Investor Plan is a ‘with-profits’ endowment policy. 

Available to those aged 55 years and under. I understand that a representative of the 
Company may call. 

ft Ecclesiastical 

yy INVESTMENT YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic. Member of LAUTRO. 

A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 


Please send details of the EIG 10 Year Investor Plan. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


REV/M R/MRS/MS/Other_ 


Postcode. 


Date of Birth. 


Tel. No.. 
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QUALITY WILL ALWAYS 
SHINE THROUGH... 



THE QUALITY SYSTEMS DEVISED BY THIS COMPANY HAVE 
WON US NO LESS THAN THREE WORLD TITLES 
IN THE RACING CAR INDUSTRY IN THE LAST TWO YEARS ... 

★ TFR ★ QUALITY SYSTEMS OF BS 5750 FOR GB. EUROPE AND AMERICA 

* TFR * SPECIALISING IN ROAD AND RACE ENGINES FOR THE AUTOMOTIVE 

• INDUSTRY. PROTOTYPES AND DEVELOPMENT ENGINES 

* TFR * DRAWINGS INTEGRITY CHECKS MADE BEFORE PRODUCTION TAKES 

PLACE 

★ TFR ★ SPECIFICATIONS. GEARBOXES AND TECHNICAL DATA 

* TFR * MACHINING SEQUENCES LAID DOWN ON QUALITY SHEETS FOR 

TOOLING AND STRESS FACTORS AND MATERIAL ANALYSIS 

* TFR ★ MANUALS PREPARED FOR QUALITY SYSTEMS 

★ TFR * COST EFFECTIVENESS IN ALL ANALYSIS THATTAKES PLACE 

★ TFR ★ FINAL INSPECTION IN-DEPTH READ OUTS OF QUALITY REPORTS TO BS 

5750 AND NAMAS STANDARDS. SPC SYSTEMS CAN BE IMPLEMENTED 

T F n /¥ T QUALITY SYSTEMS 

l.r.JV. ^UIVJ I^ICI CONSULTANTS 

UNIT 2. LODGE ROAD. HANBOROUGH BUSINESS PARK. 

LONG HANBOROUGH. WITNEY. OXON 
TELEPHONE: (0993) 881894 FAX: (0865) 841151 
QUALITY SYSTEMS CONSULTANTS FOR 27 YEARS 
“OUR SUCCESSFUL TRACK RECORD IS ON RECORD . . 

. . . WITH THE AWARDS TO PROVE IT!! 


A QUALITY SERVICE TO THE ENGINEERING, PROFESSIONAL 
AND SERVICE INDUSTRIES 



IS YOUR HOME 
SECURE? 

Give your family & home the security & 
protection they deserve. * 
Complete security packages, designed 
specifically for you and your home. 

. PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AND HOME 
WITH A QUALITY SECURITY SYSTEM 
* DESIGNED AND INSTALLED BY 

CENTURION SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 

(BLETCHINGTON, OXFORD) 

Tel: 0869 50755 - 0860 220450 

STANDARD AND WIRELESS BURGLAR ALARMS 
SECURITY LIGHTING, ACCESS CONTROL 
REMOTE CONTROLLED AUTOMATIC GATES 
DOOR AND WINDOW LOCKS 
FIRE ALARMS AND EMERGENCY LIGHTING. 
FREE CONFIDENTIAL 
NO-OBLIGATION SURVEYS 
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 



OLD BRIDWELL 

In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the 
heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually styled and colour co-ordinated. 
These cottages, forming a courtyard round 
the old pumphouse. Other elegant and 
spacious accommodation — set in the beauti- 
ful grounds of one of the largest privately 
owned country estates in the West country. 
Guests have full use of the owners private 
club. Wid worth Court Sports and Leisure 
Club facilities including tennis court, squash 
court, heated outdoor swimming pool, pool- 
side restaurant, indoor leisure spa, complex, 
comprising of swimming pool, jacuzzi, saunas, 
steam room, solarium and bars. Children 
and pets welcome. 

Enjoy The Difference. 



We are able to recommend to you some of the finest 
local restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian restaurant 
and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or for home 
cooking, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf 
are available locally and for the trout fisherman, 
Bridwell Park Estate has the fishing rights to 
approximately 1 mile of the River Culrq. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a 
touring holiday then there are many areas of special 
interest such as Exmoor and Dartmoor National 
Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated as an area of 
outstanding beauty) and Exeter with its impressive 
Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, the picturesque 
market town of Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider 
or the beautiful gardens at Knightshayes which are 
considered one of the best examples of an English 
country garden. Cheddar Gorge, Wookey Hole and 
the clean beaches of Exmouth, Sidmouth, Budleigh 
Salterton, Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Regis 
together with the North Devon coast are all within 
easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed 
information on all these places and more. 



SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob • Fridge • Freezer • Washer/Dryer • Filter coffee maker • Glassware 
Full table settings for 12 guests • Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space 
Colour television • Bed settee • Luxury bathrooms • Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 

The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 

Tel: (0883) 744783 
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Planning 
ahead on 
training 


Bryan Pettifer 


welcome the world? 


Could you 

Did you know that more than 220,000 
people visit our Cathedral during the year? 
Oxford is a high priority on the itinerary to 
Stratford or the Cotswolds and they come 
in large parties, small groups or just as 
individuals from all over the world - 
Europe, the United States, Australia, 
Japan, Hong Kong and many others - all 
interested in the cathedral architectural 
beauty. 


There are many well-informed stewards 
to guide them, but during the height of the 
season from April to October there are 
Welcomers in blue gowns to greet them 
with 'a smile and a friendly word as they 
enter at the South Door. 

The Mothers’ Union has, for some 
years, enjoyed this Ministry to the 
Stranger, but there is always a need for 


more people to offer this Ministry. So, if 
you are interested in using a few hours, or 
days, or your spare time to continue the 
Christian Witness in this place where God 
has been worshipped for more than a thou- 
sand years, please contact:- Mrs Ruth 
Daniel 0865 821074 or The Mothers’ 
Union Office in the Priory Room, Christ 
Church 0865 726308. They will be 
delighted to hear from you. 


College's theology link-up 


What courses would you really 
welcome to develop the 
Oxford Area Christian Train- 
ing Programme next Year? 

Bryan Pettifer is already 
beginning to listen for needs 
and ideas to which he can 
respond in next year’s pro- 
gramme. Perhaps they have to 
do with the Bishop’s ‘Vision’ 
Paper (see February 1992 
DOOR) and what you intend to 
express at the Visitation meet- 
ings - or perhaps they are to do 
with some long-standing felt 
need of your own. 

In either case, why not shake 
his hand and bend his ear at the 
Licensing, which is at 7.30pm 
on Thursday, March 5 at Wit- 
ney Parish Church? 


Counselling 

The only way to find a reli- 
able Christian counsellor has 
been through recommenda- 
tion. However, the Associa- 
tion of Christian Counsellors 
(ACC) is being set up in 
Reading to develop a struc- 
ture for the recognition of 
competent counsellors and 
effective counselling courses. 
The ACC also hopes to per- 
suade other professional 
counsellors to recognise 
Christian counselling as a 
legitimate school with a logi- 
cal basis, rather than a mere 
religious influence. 

An open day is planned for 
interested organisations on 
February 27. Contact The 
ACC, King’s House, 175 
Wokingham Road, Reading, 
Berkshire RG6 lLU, tel 0734 
662207. 


Degrees are not everything, 
but the excitement of learn- 
ing to do theology is some- 
thing for which many people 
in the Diocese have a taste. 
Talks are currently under- 
way between the Diocesan 
Institute and Westminster 


College on proposals to link 
up the College’s BA in The- 
ology and Religious Studies 
with some of the programmes 
run by the Christian Training 
Schemes. 

Many people in the three 
counties attend a variety of 



Mr Alec Gammon (pictured) has been made a life member of 
the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Ringers, after ringing for 64 of 
his 75 years. Alec, former Marston parish council chairman, 
learned to ring at St Andrew's, Headington in 1928 and has 
been ringing at St Nicholas Church, Marston since 1949. He 
has run 84 peals at the church, each one involved more than 
5,000 changes and has also held a number of world records. 
Photo : Courtesy Oxford & County Newspapers 


courses organised by their 
local Area Principal, and they 
can choose to do the Certifi- 
cate in Christian Studies. This 
forms an essential part of the 
training for Readers, but it is 
open to anyone. 

It is now hoped that if this 
Certificate receives validation 
from the Department for Con- 
tinuing Education of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, it will serve 
as an Access course for the 
Westminster BA for mature 
students, who do not have the 
standard entry requirements of 
two A-levels. 

In addition, Westminster 
itself has an Access course - 
also called the Certificate in 


Christian Studies - which 
enables you to study at home 
with the support of a local 
tutor. The next intake for this 
course is planned for April this 
year. 

Details about the Diocese’s 
‘taught’ Access course through 
the Christian Training 
Schemes can be obtained from 
your local Principal (Philip 
Roderick - Buckinghamshire, 
Nicholas Cranfield - Berkshire, 
Bryan Pettifer - Oxfordshire); 
and details of the Westminster 
Distance Learning Access cer- 
tificate from Julia Shay, 
Department for Continuing 
Education, Westminster Col- 
lege, Oxford. 


With serious intent 


Television comedian Russ 
Abbot is helping The Chil- 
dren’s Society put the ‘fun’ 
back into fundraising with a 
brand new national campaign 
launching in April. 

It is based on a jolly Jester 
logo character beaming out 
from booklets, poster and col- 
lection boxes. You can get 
your own giant Jester hat to 
wear whilst fundraising when 
you send in for your April Fun 
Pack. Or you can buy Russ 
Abbot’s Complete Fool’s 
Guide from major High Street 
stockists. 

Comic events and door-to- 
door collections will be the 
order of the day for the Soci- 
ety’s April Fun Appeal from 
April 1-12. Everything from a 
gigantic conga, to Middle Ages 
jester parties for those going 
through a mid-life crisis have 
been suggested to raise money. 

The Children’s Society is an 



agency of the C of E and the 
Church in Wales. For fun- 
packs, and to help raise £21 
million in 1992 for child care 
work with young runaways, 
families under stress, children 
with disabilities and teenagers 
leaving care, write to: 


April Fun, The Children’s 
Society Appeal, Edward 
Rudolf House, Margery Street, 
London WC1 0JL or contact 
your Local Organiser: Berks - 
Diana Bailey on 0734 312357; 
Bucks - Eric Nicholson on 
0494 785500; Oxon - David 
Norwood on 0869 278260. 


Plans for 
a new 

Community 

Philip Roderick is exploring 
the possibilities of starting an 
extended non-residential com- 
munity in the Diocese, called 
the Community of the Way. 

The Community is being 
formed for those from all 
denominations who value the 
contemplative/active Christian 
tradition - the Way of Love - 
and who wish to make a deeper 
commitment to discover what 
it means to be members of the 
Body of Christ. 

A personal rule of life will 
include making time each year 
both for a period of solitude 
and for a pilgrimage or holiday 
retreat with other members of 
the extended community. 

Philip Roderick who is on 
sabbatical until Easter in South 
India and the USA, visiting 
communities and spirituality 
centres, is also exploring the 
possibility of a community 
with a residential base and 
would be interested to hear 
from anyone with a house 
which could be used for this 
purpose. You can contact him 
about either scheme at: 18 

Sunters Wood Close, Booker, 
High Wycombe, HP12 4DZ. 
(See also page 2 feature on the 
Insight Community). 

Saintly singing 

A competition for a new hymn 
has been launched by the 
organisers of this year’s St. 
Birinus’ Pilgrimage on Satur- 
day, July 12. 

The judges will be Stephen 
Darlington, the organist at 
Christ Church Cathedral, and 
Canon Alfred Barton, Vicar of 
Benson, who wrote the existing 
St. Birinus hymn which has 
been in use for 15 years. 
Entries can be set to new or 
existing music, but must be 
sent in by March 31 to the 
Revd. John Crowe, Dorchester 
Rectory, Wallingford, Oxon 
0X10 7HZ. 

The preacher at Dorchester 
Abbey after the pilgrimage will 
be the Revd David Meara, 
Vicar of Upper Basildon, and 
the biggest ever barbecue will 
celebrate the 450th anniversary 
of the Oxford Diocese. 




PEOPLE 

TO 

PEOPLE 


CMS is about people. People shaped by 
the Gospel. People in mission. 

People to People is central to CMS; 
enabling Christians from Britain, Africa am 
Asia to join together, crossing cultures to 
proclaim the Gospel, to form and renew 
churches and to work for justice in society. 








FREE CMS Information Pack 
I would like to find out more about the work of the Church 
Missionary Society. Please send me pack(s). 

Name: 

Address 


Postcode 


Send to: Sue Parks, CMS, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU 


TD I 


✓ 


MUSIC at OXFORD presents 
Friday 20 March 1992 
Christ Church Cathedral 8.00pm 

CHRISTUS 

A PASSION SYMPHONY FOR ORGAN 

by Francis Pott 
Iain Simcock: organ 

Assistant Organist at Westminster Cathedral 





In spiritual terms Christus is an attempt to trace through dramatic 
and contemplative means the coming of Christ, then Gethsemane, 
the Way of the Cross, Golgotha, the Deposition, Christ in the Tomb, 
and finally the Resurrection. 



'Truly a tour de force" The Independent 
"Performed with virtuosic stamina by Iain Simcock" Musical Times 


% 


Tickets and Information 
THE OXFORD BOX OFFICE 
at Dillons the Bookstore 

0365 791 222 
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From the Bishop 
of Oxford 


Allowing for each other 


I believe that the report by the 
House of Bishops Issues in Hu - 
man Sexuality (Church House 
Publishing, £2.50) has so far 
served the Church well. It re- 
ceived a surprisingly good pub- 
lic reception. The Daily Tele- 
graph said that reading the 
report was a shock — it was so 
good as a model of Christian 
reasoning, and it just showed 
what the House of Bishops can 
do when left to themselves. The 
Gay and Lesbian Christian 
Movement, although critical of 
what it says about clergy, also 
warmly welcomed much in the 
report Above all, I hope it has 
stopped the kind of acrimoni- 
ous debate we had at General 
Synod on the subject two years 
ago. 

Discussion 

In last month’s DOOR Nicho- 
las Cranfield wrote: “A full and 
widespread discussion of the 
statement should be at the top 
of every parish agenda.” I, too, 
hope that this document will be 
widely discussed throughout the 
Diocese. My hope is that in a 
many parishes a group of peo- 
ple will form, willing to discuss 
these issues with sensitivity, 
openess and mutual trust. 

Issues in Sexuality has three 
main thrusts. It argues that life- 
long marriage is what God 
wants for the generality of hu- 
mans; it recognises that some 
people are homosexual by dis- 
position and, whatever the caus- 
es, are not likely to change. Such 
people are as fully and as warm- 
ly welcome in the body of Christ 
as anyone else, including those 
who conscientiously and 
prayerfully decide to share their 
lives with another person of the 
same sex. Thirdly, because the 
clergy have a particular respon- 
sibility to witness to the proper 
place of sexual expression with- 
in marriage and chastity out- 
side it, they do not therefore 
have the liberty of lay people in 
this matter. 

A short study guide for the 
report is being prepared by our 
own Board of Social Responsi- 
bility and , together with the 
Report itself, will be available 
from Diocesan Church House. 
We are all different. My hope 
and prayer is that the discus- 
sions which take place through 
this process will help us as a 
Church to be more understand- 
ing of and welcoming to those 
who are different from our- 
selves and that we can come to 
a profounder understanding of 
the role of both the single life 
and the shared life within the 
providence of God. 


Some years ago, the Mother of 
my community suggested that any 
special effort we might make dur- 
ing Lent could well go into ‘let- 
ting each other be’ . This is part of 
community life at any time: the 
acceptance that someone differ- 
ent from me has the same right to 
exist because she or he is equally 
loved into existence by God. 

It is true whether we think of 
family, parish, religious commu- 
nity, or all the political levels of 
community. It is always costly 
because we always find it diffi- 
cult to believe that our way of 
doing/seeing/thinking is, if not 
the only one, at least clearly the 
best, and has only to be seen or 
understood to be recognised as 
such. We can see the problems of 
letting each other be in the Church, 
as people compare the Alterna- 
tive Service Book with the Book 
of Common Prayer , or agonise 
over the ordination of women; or 
in society, as we all try to come tp 
terms with living alongside peo- 
ple of varied cultures; or in the 
family, as we argue over TV pro- 
grammes or find ourselves divid- 
ed over basic values. 

Why is a special effort to accept 
each other appropriate in Lent? 
First, we are approaching Holy 
Week and Easter, and our annual 
opportunity to pay special atten- 
tion to the love that led Christ to 
lay down his life for his friends. 
As we look at this, we are to be 
transformed into his likeness (lit- 
tle by litte, over the years). There 
are two great commandments: 
Accepting my neighbour is at least 
a step on the way to loving my 
neighbour and accepting God’s 
creation, respecting God’s crea- 
tion, is a step on the way to loving 


it for His sake and so to making 
real our love for God. St John says 
that anyone who does not love the 
neighbour who is visible cannot 
love the Creator who is invisible. 
What better preparation for East- 
er than to try to keep the two great 
commandments a little better? 

Secondly, this acceptance of my 


neighbour means that I let go of 
some of my own prejudices, pre- 
conceptions and all the rest of the 
clutter. I begin to let go of things 
in a way that foreshadows the 
death which is the one certainty 
for all fo us. In Holy Week we 
share, as far as we are able, in 
Christ’s experience of death. If 


we have prepared by sharing in 
any appropriate way in the letting 
go which is one aspect of death, 
we shall be that much more free to 
attend to Him and sympathise — 
feel with Him to the limit of our 
strength and experience, and also 
more free to see the other side of 
the coin, the joy of the resurrec- 


tion. Resurrection means new 
life and, to use St John’s words 
again, we do not yet know what 
we shall be. If we are to be capa- 
ble of receiving new life in our- 
selves and of recognising it in 
ourselves and others, we need to 
be sitting lightly to our ready- 
made ideas. We need to have 
hearts, minds and Ijands free to 
receive it, for God gives freely, 
and what He gives is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus Our Lord. 

Sister Gillian Clare C.S.L 
Sister Gillian Clare has been a 
member of the Community of St 
Clare at Freeland since I960. 
The community is the Second 
Order of the Society of St Francis. 

Women of 
the world 

Living Wisely with Creation is 
the theme of the 1992 Women’s 
World Day of Prayer on March 6. 
This year’s service has been pre- 
pared by women from three coun- 
tries in central Europe- Austria, 
Germany and Switzerland. 

Preparations began in 1986, the 
year of the Chernobyl disaster, 
reminding the Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Committee that 
ecological disasters do not respect 
frontiers, meanwhile, the collapse 
of the Berlin wall and moves to- 
wards a European market brought 



new solutions but also new prob- 
lems. So the theme encourages us 
to look at our surroundings and to 
consider the unseen implications 
of our high technology. 

On March 6 women in 1 80 coun- 
tries using 1000 translations of 
the service sheet, will be united in 
prayer from the moment the day 
dawns over the Pacific islands of 
Tonga until the last service takes 
place on St Lawrence Island off 
the coast of Alaska. 

In their invitation to take part in 
the Day of Prayer women from 
Austria, Switzerland and Germa- 
ny say: “Sing with us the praise of 
the Creator and the divine wis- 
dom; stay with us as we mourn for 
ourselves and all creation; be will- 
ing, as we are, to be changed and 
become people who reverence the 
wisdom of God.” 



St Giles’ Church, Oxford, is host to an important collection of 20th century Christian art which has 
not been publicly exhibited in England for many years. Sutherland, Burra, Frink, Heron, Rouault and 
Gill are among the artists represented in the collection which has been in the care of the Methodist 
Church Division of Education and Youth since it was established 30 years ago by a Methodist minister 
. The original aim was to show the works of art in Christian settings such as churches and cathedrals. 
But after going on tour in the early sixties, it was dispersed throughout Methodist boarding schools 
before being brought together again at Southlands, a Methodist College of Higher Education. It was 
not to re-emerge until its showing in South Wales as part of the Penarth and District Christian Arts 
Festival in 1990. St Giles’ has had a long association with the visual arts and was considered a suitable 
venue for the exhibition which will open on Saturday, March 21 . The Bishop of Oxford will be the 
preacher at Evensong at 6.30pm on the following day. Admission is free. It will be open Monday - 
Friday 1 lam - 3pm; Saturday 1 lam - 5pm; Sunday 2-5pm. For confirmation of these times and further 
enquiries telephone 08675 2498. Photo above shows ‘The Mocking of Christ’ by Peter Rogers. 


The DOOR is published 10 times 
a year by the Diocese of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Zwart. Sub-editor: Ian Smith 
Distribution Manager: Tim Russian. 

Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg (Brill), Frank Blackwell 
(Dorchester), John Crowe (Chairman), Richard Hughes (Whitchurch-on- 
ThameS), John Morrison (Aylesbury), William Purcell (Botley), 

Tim Russian (Long Crendon), Richard Thomas (Communications 
Officer), John Winnington- Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter 
(Parish Resources). 

Editorial Address: Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX1 0NB. Tel. 0865 244566. 

Advertising: Goodhead Publishing Ltd., 33 Witney Rd., Eynsham, Oxon 
OX8 1PJ. Tel. 0865 880505. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd 
(Secretary, T.C. Landsbert) whose registered office is 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX1 0NB 

The copy deadline for the April issue is March 9 for features, March 
12 for letters. What's On and news, and March 23 for advertising. 


Space for Prayer 


O Lord, we are guilty of alwqys demanding more and more 
material possessions. We encourage industry and science to pro- 
duce more and more goods to satisfy our every need. Our houses 
are full of things we do not need. Unnecessary' packaging pollutes 
our environment We ask for your forgiveness. Help us to show how 
we can use material things in a responsible way. Open our eyes that 
we may learn to live wisely with all your creation. 

( Prayer of Repentance from Women ’s World Day of Prayer Order of Service) 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The official opening of the Church of Christ the Cornerstone , Milton 
Keynes ( March 13). 

Women 's World Day of Prayer (March 6) and those women in Austria, 
Germany and Switzerland who prepared this year's service. 

All who live in community in this Diocese whether religious or lay. . 
The Lent groups of the Diocese. 

Our mothers! ( Mothering Sunday, March 29). 


£15 /nrn 
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41 Ambleside Grove, Acklam, 
Middlesborough TS5 7DQ 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered 
by an experienced, 
qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 

One-to-one 

consultations, hqlp with 
job search, preparation 
and production of CV's, 
interview techniques and 
personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First 
hours' consultation free 
with no obligation. 
Please telephone 
U EX-TIM ESLICE 

21 Broadway, 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1 JK. (0628) 785466 


ld«al centre lor visiting Welsh Flower & 
Garden Festival, Ebbw Vale - 
May to September 1902 

CASANERIFE HOLIDAYS 

Relax and enjoy lie comfort of a modern 
hoi day bungalow situated amidst beautiful 
scenery in Sou ft -West Wales. 

Mountains and see views torn tie bungalow 
windows. Sleeps six; palo, large garden. 

Al amenities, plenty to see and do. 

Local ishing, boating, trekking, canoeing. Not 
isolated. 

Phone 0604 870364 for free brochure or send 
SA.E to: 

Ca sane rife Holidays 
4, Denton Road 
Horton 

Northampton NN7 2BE 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you are 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

Wc are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
.5, Vale Terrace, Waterfooi, RossenJale. 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 



Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care service 
to all women — 


# free pregnancy tests 

0 free non-directive counselling 

# counselling after abortion 

# housing before and after birth 


Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 

Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


Sm theUhborn Child 


l£“3 


Aylesbury 394344 
Bracknell 421905 
Oxford 727435 
Slough 23122 


Banbury 261257 
High Wycombe 
448544 

Reading 581699 


GENERAL ASSISTANT 

Required for one year for Residential Youth Centre which . 

organises holidays for underprivileged children. 

It also provides conference facilities for church and youth 
groups. 

For job description and application form please 
write enclosing CV to 

Colin Morton 

THE ETON DORNEY CENTRE 
THE VICARAGE, DORNEY, WINDSOR, 
BERKS SL4 6QS 


Have you 

made a Will? 


It can save possible hardship and misunderstanding later on. 
So why not send for: 


Oxfam's 

Will Advice Pack 


It is written in plain English, gives down to earth practical guidance shows 
how Wills present one of the easiest and most effective ways to help 
people in need - and it's free. 

Contact: Miss Fiona McAnaney, 


Oxfam LG77 

FREEPOST, Oxford OX2 7BR 
Tel: (0865) 313494 (24 hrs) 



Working for a Fairer World 
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Thanks for clarity: 
but what of thrift? 



Thank you very much for the 
excellent two-page spread on 
Diocesan and Church finance in 
the February issue ofThe DOOR. 
It was very pleasing to read an 
article written in plain English 
and not in jargon. I would like to 
suggest that the cost of the Gen- 
eraal Synod is always shown en- 
tirely separately, and does not 
have other items for which the 
General Synod is responsible, 
aggregated with it. Mr Giddings 
explains this, but not all people 
may see his explanation. 

A major point I wish to make is 
that the general theme running 
through these two pages is that 
more and more money is needed 
from the laity to run our Church, 
and that every economy is being 
made. This sounds fairly hollow 
when our Bishop is prepared to 
take the Church Commissioners 
to court over ethical investment 
of the funds for which they are 


responsible. It is likely that even 
more of our Church’s money will 
be wasted on this fad in the future. 

The philosophy of ethical in- 
vestment is complicated, but I 
would like to see the Bishop and 
his supporters try to draft an in- 
vestment portfolio of some £2.5 
billion in large companies of prov- 
en good management, with a good 
dividend record and at the same 
time avoid companies involved 
in alcohol, armaments, gambling 
and newspapers. 

Please may our Church concen- 
trate on raising its income in a 
legal manner, not on fanciful fads. 

Richard M.A.Lawson 
North Hinksey , Oxford. 

For marriage 

( 

We were delighted to see the ad- 
vert in the February DOOR com- 
mending ‘Marriage Encounter 
Weekends’ and write to endorse 


every word of it. Since we ven- 
tured on one — after 40 years of 
marriage — nine other couples 
have gone from Grove, and more 
are planning to do this. May we 
say, if your marriage is good — 
could it not be better? Try one 
weekend and see, you’ll certainly 
not regret it. 

Douglas and Gwenllian 
Spanner 
Grove , Oxon 

Gender 
of God 

There seems to be a lot of mud- 
dled thinking as to the gender of 
God. Logically, there should not 


be any confusion: we are taught 
that God was the Father of Jesus, 
and that Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
So, we have father and a mother- 
what could be plainer. 

Secondly, on the matter of wom- 
en priests, why cause a rift in the 
Church of England when parish- 
ioners can decide for themselves 
whether they prefer to worship at 
a church with a woman priest or at 
some other church with a male 
priest. 

After all, worshippers choose 
to go to Anglo-Catholic, Evange- 
listic or Cathedral services ac- 
cording to their tastes 

Eric English, 
Kennington, 
Oxford. 


Challenging words from Halton 


In The DOOR last year there was a copy of a 
letter from the treasurer of Shrivenham with 
Watchfield PCC, expressing concern to the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance regarding 
proposed rises in the Parish Share of up to 
twice the rate of inflation. 

We at Halton shared that concern. Our anxi- 
ety has not been been diminished by reports in 
the national press that the Church Commis- 
sioners are seeking additional income from 
parishioners to cover losses, occasioned by 
mildly speculative investments. We feel, as 
press reports indicate most parishioners do, 
that any attempt to extort additional money 
from people who are having to accept a drop in 
their real income is totally unrealistic, and will 
generate feelings of frustration, perhaps anger, 
and possibly what appears to be the only 
effective sanction, desertion. 

We have also read in the newspapers about an 
old vicarage which the Commissioners insist- 
ed must be sold immediately to the highest 
bidder, because of their legal obligations to get 
the maximum possible to pay clergy stipends 
— although the local parishioners, who wished 
to save the building for community use, had 
already raised an offer of £375,000 and might 
have managed more. In fact, it seems to us that 
those in positions of authority in the Church 
are becoming ever more out of touch with, and 
unaware of the feelings and needs of the hum- 
ble ordinary churchgoer. Halton is a small 


parish with an electoral roll of only 32. We 
have no resident priest, so we must share with 
Wendover. Nevertheless, it is a happy com- 
munity and, due to the unstinting efforts of 
our congregation over several years, the 
church building and surrounds are beautiful- 
ly kept and in excellent repair (the last quin- 
quennial inspection report described the inte- 
rior decoration as “superb”). 

However, the ever-increasing demands of 
the Diocese for money, to meet our share in 
maintaining the machinery of the Church as 
a whole, become ever more wearisome, giv- 
ing rise to feelings of futility and some resent- 
ment. It hardly helps people on small incomes 
to read statements indicating that clergy sti- 
pends will not suffer any reduction in real 
terms. 

Perhaps it is time for those who govern our 
Church to take a long hard look at where we 
really are going. Did we really need to extend 
Diocesan Churctt House? Should we have 
located the World Council of Churches Con- 
ference in, of all places, Australia? Do we 
really need to commission reports on, for 
example, Faith in the Countryside ’ which 
was at best bland, uninformative and point- 
less and was conceived by many as patronis- 
ing and utterly out of touch with reality? 

The preoccupation of the Church leadership 
with such things confuses ordinary church- 
goers. We are in the Decade of Evangelism, 


yet we see no real signs of the clergy reaching 
out to the as yet unconverted; the instant 
reaction to falling attendance at a particular 
church or service still seems to be (as if we 
were factories which must show good profit) 
“Close it down!” 

Those secure in their faith will come to no 
harm, although they might withdraw their 
support from an organisation seemingly con- 
cerned only with earthly things, but those 
who are still searching and wondering will 
not be brought to Christian belief when they 
see so much evidence that those to whom they 
should look for help and spiritual guidance 
are more interested in power, wealth and 
influence in this world than in seeking the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

J. Barnard ( PCC Lay Chairman) 
M. Blundell (PCC member and Parish 
Council Chairman) 
P.A.Hollis (Congregation and choir 
member) 

W.Jackman (PCC member) 
Shelagh King 
(Member of the congregation and choir) 
P.M.Stevens( Member of the congregation 

and choir) 

T.J. Blundell (Former Parish Council 
chairman) 
P. Howlett (PCC treasurer) 
Halton, Wendover, Bucks 


CORRYMEELA 

WAGING PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian Community which 
feels itself to be called to be an instrument of God’s peace. 
It works to break down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups. “If Christianity has nothing to say 
about reconciliation, then it has nothing to say”, (the Revd 
Dr R R. Davcy MBE, Founder of Corrymccla). 

CORRYMEELA LINK based in Great Britain, seeks to 
spread the vision, and support the work of the Corrymccla 

Community; it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 
* 

PLEAS!: support us with your prayers especially on 
CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually on the 



Interested in 
Theology, 
Philosophy and 
World Religions? 

You can study these subjects 
at degree level as a Mature 
Student in a local college. 

/ \ 

To find out more, use the 
Westminster College 
Education Advice Line 
Telephone Julia Shay on 
L 0865 247644 ext 5299 , 


AN APOLOGY 

The Ellesborough Manor Footpath Appeal (December Door) has 
now closed, following the County Council's decision to go ahead 
with the construction of the footpath outside the Manor. The 
Church of England Pensions Board would like to thank those 
readers whose generosity has enabled the specification of the 
footpath to be upgraded. 

The Board, however, would like to stress that it did not authorise 
the placing of a further advertisement in the February Door, 
appealing for donations for the footpath, and apologises for any 
misunderstanding or embarrassment this may have caused. 



MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION 
OF WOMEN 

% in the Oxford Diocese 


Waiting on Qod 

A Lenten reflection in this year of decision. 


at 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Oxford 

Preacher: 

The Revd. Canon Rowan Williams 

Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity. 

WEDNESDAY 25th MARCH 1992 
at 8pm 


RYDAL HALL 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, 
Rydal Hall, Ambleside LA22 9 LX 

WHY NOT HAVE A WALKING HOLIDAY IN THE LAKES 

Parish Groups Individuals or Families 
Apply to the WARDEN 
Telephone: 05394 32050 



DOUBLE 

GLAZING 



No Risk-No Deposit 

Nothing to pay until 
work completed. 

1 0 Year Guarantee- 
Underwritten by 
Insurance 

All work insured to 
ensure the Guarantee 
lasts the full 10 years. 

Local Manufacturer 


For a friendly,No obligation 
quote Telephone: 

Oxford 790101 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
OR RING US NOW FOR A 
FREE QUOTATION 



Unequalled choice of 
traditional and 
modern designs. 



Rgffal Windows 

(0865) 790101 

UNIT 13. OXFORD BUSINESS CENTRE. OFF BECKET STREET. OXFORD 
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Map: Michael Gregory 


Philip Turner: 

If a vicar rings up to enquire about his 
salary, or wants to talk confidentially 
about a possible move to another 
parish, he will be put through to Philip 
Turner, Stipends Administrator for the 
Board of Finance, to lend a kind and 
confidential ear. Not everyone knows, 
however, that Philip and his family are 
keen riders and keep five horses and 
several rescued donkeys on their 11- 
acre smallholding at Deddington. Philip 
also used to have his own gentleman’s 
hairstyling salon, and still keeps his 
hand in by cutting the Bishop’s hair 
“and other celebrities”. 

Tony Williamson: 

There can be few other Diocesan Direc- 
tors of Education (Schools) who can 
claim to have driven a fork lift truck for 
30 years, and to have been Lord Mayor 
of Oxford. He combined three careers: 
worker priest on the shop floor at the 
Cowley motor works ; trade union offi- 
cial and local Labour party* politician. 
Nowadays he says his political involve- 
ment is nominal, though he still believes 
the Church has much to learn about 
‘respect’ and ‘integrity* from trade 
unions and political parties. 

Brenda Binsey: 

For eight years Brenda has been clean- 
ing and tidying up after us. We would 
be lost without her. 

Maria Kitson 

At 24 (just) Maria is the baby of Church 
House. However, as assistant to the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
Accountant her job is a responsible one. 

Terry Landsbert: 

Terry Landsbert may not be quite lord 
of all he surveys on the huge map of the 
Diocese on his office wall, but he is cer- 
tainly responsible to the Board of 
Finance for the smooth running of its 
finances and the administration of its 
property and Glebe. He qualified as an 
accountant but says he has spent his 
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Martin Gorick 


Terry Landsbert 

time ever since “trying hard not to let it 
show”. When the financial going gets 
too rough he takes to the calmer watecs 
of Farmoor Reservoir for a spot of 
dinghy racing “in order to ensure that 
no-one else comes last!”. 


Dorothy Fox: 

Dorothy Fox’s works half for the Stew- 
ardship Adviser and Children’s Adviser 
in the Department of Parish Resources, 
and the other half providing secretarial 
support to Anne Borrowdale, the Officer 
for Social Responsibility. She is a keen 
olde tyme and ballroom dancer, and 
loves walking. She is a founder member 
of Blackbird Leys Ecumenical 
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1992 Summer School 
of Christian Drama 

Friday 31st July to Friday 7th August 

The Hayes Conference Centre Swan wick, Derbyshire. Professional tutors. 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton Chapel, Kennington 
Road, London SE1 7QP. 

Telephone: 071-401 2422. 


Robert West Fowles ft 
Partners 

Chartered Building Services 
Consulting Engineers 
5 Elm Place, Eynsham 
Oxford 0X8 1PU 
Tel: (0865) 883040 
Fax: (0865) 883640 • 


We are pleased to Design the 
Structural, Electrical, Heating and 
Ventilating Services for this project 


FORSYTH SERVICES LTD. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 

Griffin House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford OX2 0LT 
Tel: Oxford 724019 
Fax No: (0865) 790907 

Wish all the best for Church 
House and their new building 


INSTANT BUILDINGS 
ON LOW-COST RENTAL 

& SALES 


AOMIN OFFICES 1-14 PEOPLE 
MEDICAL UNITS *PAY KIOSKS f 
GATE HOUSES ‘CANTEENS 


SECURITY STORES 
IDEAL FOR SPARE PARTS. 

I VOLATILE MATERIALS ETC I 


MULTIPLE OFFICE COMPLEX | 
FOR UP TO 200 PEOPLE 
SINGLE OR TWO STOREY 


A NATIONWIDE SERVICE 


071-352 8318 
( 0474) 358358 


!, term Space 

Head Office - Shornemead, Gravesend. Kent DA12 3HU 


Brodle and Green 
Carpentry and 
Joinery Specialist; 

All carpentry and joinery undertaken. 

For free estimates phone 

(0743) 417681 or 419651 


HARRY I 

RUSSEL L 

Ltd 

BUILDING - DESIGN BUILD 

Wish all the 
Clergy and Staff 
every happiness 
in their new 

building. 

15 Headley Road, Woodley, 
Reading, Berks, RG5 4JB 
Tel: (0734) 695311 
Fax: (0734) 441158 


NHBC 


■ 


■ 





The Door, Marcn laa*' 1 1 


to our house! 


: ‘ . 


Hinksey, near Oxford, the headquarters 
is home to a community of 50 full-time 
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Church, and has recently written a his- 
tory of both the church and the commu- 
nity. 

Martin Gorick 

Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford 
sounds a very grand title. In fact Martin 
says he is a kind of Private Secretary 
(and a bit of a chauffeur too) who seeks 
to do the background chores that will 
enable the Bishop to do his ‘up front’ 
work more effectively. Martin only 
arrived at Church House 15 months ago 
but his influence has already been con- 
siderable and has included the introduc- 
tion of regular staff prayers, he is not 
1 unfamiliar with Church life since both 

. his parents are ordained and his father in 
let it F 
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Shirley Blay 

law is a Bishop! Before the arrival of 
baby Sam last year he enjoyed visits to 
the theatre and far off countries, but 
now he’s all for walking, gardening and 
birdwatching nearer home. 

Shirley Blay 

If you ever need to cater for 200 young- 
sters you could try calling in Shirley 
Blay, from the Department of Parish 
Resources. Officially she is there to deal 
with the administration and to answer 
enquiries and requests from parishes on 
almost anything from how to start a 
stewardship scheme to how to run a 



prayer school. However, Shirley is a 
good sport in more ways than one. She 
is a keen early morning swimmer who 
also enjoys a game of bowls, and four 
years ago she even decided to take up 
ski-ing and won a silver medal in the 
beginners class. As for those 200 meals 
- she produces those almost at the drop 
of a tent pole at the Yellow Braces, the 
Diocesan summer youth camp. 

Barbara Bolder, Ann Lainchbury 
and Jean Rivers: 

Have you ever wanted to put a face to 
the friendly voice at the other end of the 
line when you telephoned Church 
House? Barbara, Ann and Jean (left to 
right) work part-time in the general 
office/reception, and between them they 
deal with the switchboard, cope with 
enquiries and visitors in reception, send 
out clergy mailings, sort out the post 
and a thousand and one other things. 
Jean is also part-time secretary to 
Amanda Young, the Church House 
Administrator. Ann is involved in the 
scout movement, and Barbara is a 
leader at a local youth club (ice skating, 
canoeing, abseiling - you name it she 
does it ). Jean is also a voluntary youth 
worker when she isn’t taking pho- 
tographs, arranging flowers, walking etc 
etc. She is a regular worshipper and 
helper at St Lawrence Church next door, 
and must be the only bride there to have 
rung the bells at her own wedding. 

Mary Saunders: 

Mary’s hat is almost as well known as 
her face around the Diocese. Her work 
as Secretary to the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee for the Care of Churches 
(DAC) and the Pastoral Committee 
takes her to some pretty cold places, 
including churchyards. She sings in the 
Voluntary Choir at Christ Church 
Cathedral and is also “the world’s most 
reluctant organist” at Great Harwood 
church . She has other ‘hats’ too, 
because she is Secretary to the Pastoral 
Committee, the Redundant Churches 
Uses Committee and is also Assistant 
Secretary of the* Diocesan Synod. 

Roger Harwood: 

The building of the new Church House 
extension has gone (almost) like clock- 
work, thanks not only to the architect 
and builders but also the Diocese’s own 


WHERE 
TO FIND 
CHURCH 
HOUSE 





Barbara Bolder, Ann Lainchury 
and Jean Rivers 



Dorothy Fox 


architect, Roger Harwood . Roger is 
actively involved in his local church in 
Bedgrove, Aylesbury, where he is a 
churchwarden and homegroup leader 
and enjoys leading worship. He has also 
just taken on the chairmanship of Ayles- 
bury Youth for Christ. 

Vincent Strudwick: 

Before his move to the new extension, 
Vincent Strudwick had a tiny office not 
unlike a monastic cell. In fact he was a 
monk for 15 years, and before that an 
RAF pilot officer - and if you admired 
Dame Dimplebum’s acting in the Brill 
pantomine, that was him, too. Husband 
and father of three, historian , writer, 
Chaplain General to All Saints Commu- 
nity: he is all that and much more 
besides, having been for eight years the 
Diocesan Director of Education and 
Training. He is not only Director of the 
Diocesan Institute but also Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Stewardship , 
Training, Education and Ministry and 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry Course, 
where he is greatly loved by his 40 ordi- 
nands-to-be. 
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We are pleased to have been 
associated with the 
development of the Church 
House extension and wish 
the Users all success 

3 Clarendon Place, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV32 5QF 

Tel. and Fax. 0926 426661 


A.W. WARWICK 

4 OATLANDS RD 
SHINFIELD, READING, BERKS. 

WERE PLEASED TO BE 
INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT 

TEL (0734) 884260 


British 

Nursing 

Association 


BNA 

PRIVATE HOUSES, HOSPITALS, NURSING 
HOMES, INDUSTRY, SCHOOLS, ETC. 
Fully Qualified Nurses (24 hours) 
available, full or part-time. 

Highest professional standard. 

Friendly, caring service. 
Private Insurance 
Schemes accepted. 

OXFORD 
BRANCH 

Tel: Oxford 245201 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: 35025 


24 HOUR NURSING SERVICE 





for 

Parish Magazines 

• Letterheads • Personal stationery 

• Photocopying • Show Programmes 

• Business Cards • Computer Stationery 

• Invoices (2,3,4 part) • Wedding Stationery 

• Leaflets (A4/A5) 

You can find us at: The Old Mill Unit 3 
61 Reading Road, Pangbourne RG8 7HY 
Tel: (0734) 845370 - Mobile: (0836) 781362 


COMPLETE CARE 



In a home that's extra special 

Holyport Lodge, Holyport, Nr 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2JA 

Step into Holyport Lodge, $nd you will be struck immediately by 
the natural warmth and friendliness of our Matron and her staff. 
As well as the highest standards of nursing care, we make sure 
everyone lives life to the full. Come and see for yourself our 
Activity Centre, our new refurbished en-suite rooms and much 
more besides. Why not call Matron, Maria Berkeley to discuss 
your requirements further on 0628 781138. 

Also at: 

St Albans/Watford 0923 679989 
Uxbridge 0895 272766 
Harpenden 0582 765966 
Pirton, Nr Hitchin 0462 711626 

COTfTEY HOUSE 

Care as 'mdkAdualas you an 
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BEREAVEMENT 


Jayne Coxall® A 

240 IFFLEY ROAD, OXFORD, 0X4 1SR 

Wills prepared. Personal attention to all matters. 

You may be eligible for Green Form Advice 
(Legal Aid) for wills — please ask. 

Appointments out of office hours — 

TELEPHONE (0865) 790069 


Solicitor 
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David Silvey & Son 
Funeral Directors 
Westbourne Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 

Tel: (0494) 529193 


Cooks Funeral Service 
72 Broad Street 
Chesham 
Bucks 
HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 791359 


24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


ESTABLISHED 1850 



TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons • 24-Hour Personal Service to all area 
^^^^^SMagdalei^RoadjjDxford^DjrfordsIdr^OX^^RI^^^ 


For a personally conducted 
FUNERAL or CREMATION 
at reasonable cost 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 

R. J. Tyrrell 

21 Lambourne Crescent, Bicester 
Telephone 252888 

(50 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE) 



OMMIlMtNI 
with 
OMPASSION 


24 Hour Service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 


EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Director 

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 IQS 
Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 528293/520958 


Sole Funeral Service 

BIDSTON CLOSE, OVER NORTON, 
CHIPPING NORTON 

Sympathetic, personal attention from 
a qualified funeral director including 
pre-planned funeral arrangements. 
Memorials designed and supplied 

Tel (0608) 644112 at any hour 


Sheffield Funerals 


152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 

or Dial 100 and ask for-. 

•FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL SERVICES* 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
PREPAID 

PLANS AVAILABLE 


YOUR PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE 



PARK VIEW 
FUNERAL SERVICES 

24 hour personal service 
Private Chapel available 
Golden Charter pre-payment schemes 

258 High Street, Langley, Slough, 
Berkshire SL3 8HA 
Telephone 0753 581600 




Sawyer Funeral 
Service 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone (Day or Night): MARLOW 483331 

Private .Chapels of Rest. A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet. 



Samaritans 


ALONE? DEPRESSED? SUICIDAL? 

Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 31011 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway. Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
T adley 


Tel: (0635) 868444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


=fl 


Always there at the end of the line 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD. 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Attendance 


Funeral Directors Wright 

24 Hour Service 


GREAT MISSENDEN 


HJ §l A WRIGHT LIMITED 
106 High Stroot, OtmI Mlssendon, Bucks HP16 OBE 
Tell (02406) 3101/7 Fan (02406) 8817 


SI 


CRUSE 

BEREAVEMENT 

CARE 


Oxford Cruse offers all bereaved 
persons support, a listening ear, 
counselling and social activities with 
separate programmes for Witney, 
Wantage, Abingdon and Bicester. 

Tel, write or call In, 
Wesley Memorial Hall 
New Inn Hall St 
Oxford. 

Tel: 245398. 

Office Mon-Fri. 10-2pm 
Sat 10-12 


MEMORIALS 

Quality Memorials Im 


I B McCARDLE 
STONE a 
MONUMENTAL 
MASONS 

Tel (0734) 262362 


911 London Road, Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0865) 880505 


The most thoughtful decision 
you’ll ever make ! 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans enable you to make a Ntf 
decision today that will benefit your family in the future. »*r 

BECOMING A MEMBER OF GOLDEN CHARTER 
GUARANTEES : 


CHOICE 



FIXED PRICE : 


♦ of Funeral Director ♦ Funeral Plan 

♦ Payment Method # Additional Services 

♦ Once full payment has been made , there is no 
more to pay - even if inflation has increased 
costs tenfold by the time of need 

PEACE OF MIND : # Knowing that whenever and wherever the need 
occurs y you have taken care of everything . 

You can become a Golden Charter member at any age and no medical is required. 

For further information: Tel. FREEPHONE 0800 833 800 or post the completed 
coupon to: GOLDEN CHARTER, 61 QUEEN STREET, LONDON, EC4R 1AA 

Your local Independent Family Funeral Director will be pleased to advise you if you prefer. 

Contact our freephone number for details. 

All enquiries are treated in strict confidence and no-one will call on you unless requested to do so. 

I — 


By using this advertisement to make families aware of our services it is inevitable that we reach 
homes in which there is illness or sorrow. If this is so please accept our sincere apologies. 




NAME. 


ADDRESS 

POST CODE TEL NO. 


j Golden Charter plans have been selected by the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors (SJU.f.) as their recommended pre-paid plans. | 


SURMAN AND H0RW000 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


25 High Straat, Princes Rieborough — 24 HOUR SERVICE 
Tel: 0844 51323 or 0844 274842 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

THE QUEEN, CROWELL, CHINN OR 

Golden Charter pre-paid Funeral Plans available 



BEREAVED. 
WHEN IT 
HAPPENS, 
WHAT 

DO YOU DO? 

It's always a traumatic 
experience, but it need not be. 
We are probate practitioners 
and can handle all the funeral 
and many other arrangements 
on your behalf. Inexpensive, 
sympathetic help and advice 
on this and our other services 
including: House Clearance, 
Property Valuations, Estate 
Management, Wills and 
Intestacy, Sudden Death 
situations, etc. 

Telephone for a free 
consultation and for more 
information to:- 
Barry H. Pember & 
Associates 0494 814927. 
Accident and Emergency 
call out 

(24 hrs) 0831 396200. 


FORGET ABOUT 
FUNERAL COSTS! 

• Chosen Heritage provides a guaranteed funeral when required, at any point in the 
future, from as Uttle as £695 inclusive. 

• Chosen Heritage spares trouble and expense for your family. 

• Chosen Heritage gives you peace of mind, knowing that all the arrangements are 
made and paid for. 

Thousands of people have joined the Chosen Heritage scheme sa they can forget 
about funeral costs. These are not insurance policies but a practical way to make 
arrangements in advance. 

Simply return this, coupon for your FREE BROCHURE or call now on 

FREEPHONE 0800 525 555. 

Absolutely no obligation. No salesman will call. Completely confidential. 


cHosenOJeni 



RECOMMENDED 

BY 


.limited: 


CHOSEN HERITAGE JJMITED 
FREEPOST, EAST GRINSTEAD 
RH19 12A 

CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE: BARCLAYS BANK PLC 

Please send me your brochure, with no obligation. 

Name: 

Address: . 

. Postcode 



A/DO 
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A death in the family 
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Tessa Wilkinson was until recently a bereavement counsellor for the 
Helen House hospice in Oxford. Her work there made her realise the 
need for a book about the death of a child which spoke to parents and 
children alike. The result is The Death of a Child : a book for families 
(Julia MacRae Books, £7.99). It is sensible and comforting and has 
delightful illustrations (pictured) by Gavin Rowe and an introduction 
by Sister Frances Dominica. It ends with a collection of prayers, poems 
and readings and a list of support groups with addresses. 


W hat do you wear when 
you are dead? This was 
the question I whis- 
pered to the district nurse after 
my mother died last year. And the 
fact that I had to ask the question 
at all shows just how ignorant we 
have become about death . 

As a society we have locked 
death into the closet. We happily 
talk about giving birth, or about 
making love, but discuss death 
and even some Christians begin 
to look embarassed. It is as though 
we agree with my friend who 
said: “I don’t mind being old or 
being dead, it’s the bit in between 
that I can’t face.” 

It is easy to get through life 
without ever having seen anyone 
die. A century ago this would 
have been impossible. Grandpar- 
ents, aunts and uncles died in the 
family home surrounded by fam- 
ily members of all ages. Friends 
came to mourn over their bodies, 
and from there they were carried 
to the churchyard. Today, you are 
four times more likely to die in 
hospital than in your own bed. 
Then you will probably be re- 
moved to the undertaker’s chapel 
of rest before being transported to 
an impersonal crematorium some 
distance from home. Death has 
become institutionalised, un- 
known, and as a result feared. 

Talk about dying 

In my own family we never talked 
about dying. As a child at a con- 
vent school I had gone to a suc- 
cession of elderly nuns’ funerals 
which had left me quietly fright- 
ened, while my parents had each 
lost a parent in their childhood 
and preferred to remain silent. It 
was not until my mother became 
seriously ill with acute leukaemia 
twp years ago that I really experi- 
enced the day-to-day dilemna of 
living with death. 

I heard myself asking a doctor 
“How long has she got?” But I 
could not take in his answer that it 
might be as little as two months. 
There must be something we 
could do, such as take her to Lour- 
des, to the Holy Land or on the 
Concorde flight that she had al- 


ways longed for. It was as though 
I believed that if I kept her mov- 
ing, death might somehow pass 
her by. 

And pass her by it did for 18 
months until one day she said: 
“You won’t send me away will 
you”. I had said that, of course, I 
wouldn’t, and that she would 
come to me. And we both under- 
stood what was meant. When her 
letter came full of news but with 
a postscript asking if she could 
come and stay, I knew this was 
the beginning of the end of her 
life. 

Enormously supportive 

The children were home from 
university. The dog sat in a patch 
of sun. I worked on another issue 
of The DOOR. And my mother 
lay dying in the midst of us. The 
district nurses who came more 
and more often were fascinated 
and also concerned for us. Yet, 
although my mother never dis- 
cussed her death with us she had 
told the doctor that this was what 
she wanted. Once everyone real- 
ised that this was our decision 
too, they were enormously sup- 
portive. We also had the added 
bonus of a Macmillan nurse who 
not only reassured us but liaised 
with the whole care team; all our 
needs were miraculously met even 
before we had expressed them. 

As she slept more and more, a 
strange serenity descended on the 
house. There were false alarms 
like the time we asked a clerical 
friend to give her the last rites 
only to find that she was sitting up 
in bed by the time he arrived. 
Even so, we sensed that her death 
was imminent and for the first 
time my brother and I felt able to 
talk about it and to make tentative 
plans. 

The message for me to return 
home came two days later, and 
with trembling heart and at great 
speed I drove back, surprised that 


life for the rest of the world was 
going on so normally. As I left 
earlier that morning I had sud- 
denly said “You will wait won’t 
you”, and she did wait — not just 
. for me but for my brother too. 
She died in our arms two hours, 
later, and we hugged her and one 
another not just in gratitude that 
she was free of her tired earthly 
body, but in wonder at the mo- 
mentous event we had just wit- 
nessed 

Practicalities took over and were 
strangely comforting. There were 
the inevitable cups of tea, the chil- 
dren to tell, the doctor to inform. 
The dear elderly priest we had 
called in just before she died had 
recommended an undertaker with 
the marvellous Dickensian name 
of Mr Sole and a demeanour to go 


with it. He received our instruc- 
tions for the funeral with enor- 
mous gentleness and tact. Was it 
alright for us to keep her body 
with us for a while, we asked. 
Quite alright, he assured us. So, 
with new found courage, we lit 
candles besides her and popped 
in throughout the night to sit by 
her side. 

The days until her funeral were 
hardest of all, and I found myself 
longing for it to be all over. Sim- 
ple things like having to look in- 
side her handbag, or seeing her 
shoes, were unbearable and I 
hated thinking of her by herself in 
Mr Sole’ s chapel of rest. Worst of 
all death, which had at the time 
seemed so magnificent, now 
seemed like a huge void — and 
the firm faith I had always had in 


the existence of heaven suddenly 
felt much too small to fill it. 

We planned a traditional Prayer 
Book funeral for our firmly tradi- 
tional mother, and found her a 
grave in a country churchyard 
with a view of the road which she 
would have liked. I, at last, found 
a note in my diary saying she had 
once requested ‘Look down O 
Lord in mercy’ at her funeral, but 
it had to be the right tune! But of 
course I had no idea which was 
the right tune . So I have decided 
to write all my own requests down 
clearly so there will be no mis- 
takes and they can book the brass 
band in good time! 

We also found it helped to do 
significant things. We spent the 
money in her bag on fish and 
chips because, for some reason, 
she talked so often about them 
during her illness. She was a great 
shopper and would walk miles 
for a bargain, so we ceremonious- 
ly spent the tokens we found in 
her purse. And the night before 
her funeral 1 went to the chapel of 
rest with a large bunch of her 
favourite anemones and put them 
in her coffin. 

But if you were to ask me what 
helped most it was talking. I told 
everyone about her death in great 
detail — even complete stran- 
gers. And it took me an hour to 


register it, because the registrar 
was such a sympathetic listener. I 
was lucky because there were 
plenty of friends and colleagues 
to listen, but if there were not I can 
see now why bereavement groups 
are necessary. 

By the funeral day itself there 
was no need for tears. Surround- 
ed by friends who had loved her 
and singing ‘Thine be the Glory’ 
the clouds which had blotted out 
my heaven seemed to clear a lit- 
tle. Her coffin was carried by the 
men of our family, and I shall 
never forget the sight of our two 
sons, one 10, the other 24, throw- 
ing flowers into her grave. 

Sense of loss 

Nothing, of course, removes the 
sense of loss. Indeed, nothing 
should. But Rabbi Lionel Blue 
once said that death is also a gift 
of God which tells us a good deal 
about life, and I find that increas- 
ingly true. Strangely enough it 
didn’t seem to matter that we 
didn’t discuss death with my 
mother — only that we had ac- 
companied her on her journey to 
it. All had somehow been under- 
stood, and we had no regrets. Or 
perhaps just one. As a child I had 
always believed a fleet of angels 
would collect my mother from 
this earth and whisk her up to 
heaven, and yet none had come. 
“Oh yes they did,” said the friend 
who couldn’t face ‘the bit in be- 
tween’. “You just couldn’t see 
them.” And I’m certain that she 
was right. Christine Zwart 


Whose funeral is it anyway? 

The Oxford Diocesan Institute is sponsoring Whose Funeral is 
it Anyway?, a day conference for clergy and funeral directors 
on Saturday October 24 at Old Jordans near Beaconsfield. 
There will be sessions on administration, conduct of the serv- 
ice, caring for the bereaved and business aspects and there will 
be plenty of opportunity for small group discussion. The day 
costs £2.50. Book with Canon Vincent Strudwick, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Book early as places 
are limited. 

A further reading list and a register of bereavement support 
organisations, including those specialising in helping the fam- 
ilies of babies, stillborn or the victims of cot-death, and of 
children who die by violence, suicide or accident, is available 
from the Door office at Church House. Research by Valerie 
Dunn. 


SOLVING THE 
PROBLEMS OF 
PLASTIC IN 
RETIREMENT 
PROPERTY 

T he success story of the eighties, the uPVC 
double glazed window system, widely used 
in the retirement homes market, has been reveal- 
ed to have numerous problems. 

Plastics by their very nature are prone to the 
rigours of temperature and if not correcdy main- 
tained can give problems with sealing and 
operation. 

Established in 1990 and already working with 
one of the UK’s major providers of sheltered 
housing, Independant Window Consultants Ltd 
of Widnes realise these problems and are well 
equipped to rectify and repair most systems on 
the market — both old and new. 

Independant Window Consultants have solv- 
ed problems where others have failed. Solving 
maintenance problems quickly and efficiently is 
vital, says Bryan Hammond, Sales Director of 
IWC, especially when dealing with older or in- 
firm people in retirement homes which make up 
a large part of the company’s work. 

Maintenance technicians led by Mr Tony Grif- 
fin cover the whole country with a 24-hour call 
out system for customers. 

Tony’s team can adjust, refit and maintain 
complete developments sometimes in just one 
day and are well aware of the problems older 
people have to face with ill-fitting windows and 
doors which can often be rectified with a slight 
adjustment and maintenance. 

For full details of how IWC could help 
your company solve the problems of 
uPVC windows, contact Bryan Ham- 
mond on (051 ) 423 6400. 


INDEPENDANT 

WINDOW 

CONSULTANTS 

LTD 

WINDOW 

MAINTENANCE 

SPECIALISTS 

24-HOUR CALL OUT TO 
CONTRACT 
CUSTOMERS 

Free quotations given on site. 
Contract maintenance on 
annual basis complete with 
parts. 

Any systems maintained 
High quality security 
enhancement systems. 
Suppliers to domestic enquiries 

Double glazed units replaced 
at low cost 



Telephone: 
051 423 6400 
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Oxford Beds 
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BEDS NOW 
IN STOCK 



BLUE SEAL 
4-DRAWER DIVAN SET 


£339 


QUALITY 

ASSURANCE 

Deep luxury 
mattress with 
damask cover with 
Sealy unique 
spring system 
designed with the 
help of orthopaedic 
surgeons and 
backed by over 100 
years of experience 

*Stormgo option mvmiobh 

I -OTtaflLRMB I 



Ivory Seal 4‘ 6’ £299 

Copper Seal 4’6‘£449 


POSTUREPAEDIC 

The World' • Best Selling Bed 
RRP Sale Price 
3*0" 6440 £159 

3*6" 0000 £185 

I ’6" 0000 £229 

5*0- 0000 £265 

StT 0400 £349 


★ LAYZEE BEDS ★ 

This attractive Jumbo 
Drawer Divan Set offers I 
excellent value featuring I 
all the outstanding quail- 1 
ty associated with 
Layxee beds. 



2*6* & 3*0* 
4*0* & 4*6* 


After Sale 

MOO 

0400 


£17t 


5 * 0 - 0000 £199 

New Wispa Sheer Glyde Drawers 

BOUSHKA FUTONS Many covers 

n n t - ciio '°^n 0Se 

Double £189 

MATTRESSES ONLY 

3’ SPRUNG INTERIOR 090 £29 

4‘ AND 4'6‘ SPRUNG INTERIOR 060 £45 

5' SPRUNG INTERIOR 000 £65 

2*6' & 3* MYERS SPRUNG INTERIOR 0400 £99 

4'6’ MYERS SPRUNG INTERIOR 0400 £139 

3' SEALY POSTUREPAEDIC OCTAVIA 0440 £109 

4'6'SEALY POSTUREPAEDIC OCTAVIA 0400 £145 

5' SEALY POSTUREPAEDIC OCTAVIA 6000 £159 




*51 

OXFORD BEDS' 



LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

ROSE HILL, OXFORD J| :C ’^1|§ 





11EL r0865vai7452m tm 


31VS 3“IVS 3“IVS 31VS 31VS 31VS 31VS 3“IVS 31VS 31IVS 
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Retire in Luxurious 
surroundings for the over 55's 

* Spacious two bedroom luxury 

apartments 

* Extensively tiled bathroom with 
quality suite 

* Emergency alarm system giving 24 
hour coverage 

* Quiet rural riverside location 

* Close to amenities 

Prices from £49,950 


HALIFAX MEWHOMES SERVICES 

Lincoln: (0522) 513799 
Sleaford: (0529)414404 




SIMONS 


The Endocrine Centre 


69 WIMPOLE STREET - LONDON - W1M 7DE 
TELEPHONE 071 935 2440 TELEFAX 071 224 6649 

MENOPAUSAL 

SYMPTOMS 

OSTEOPOROSIS 
SPONSORED HRT 
RESEARCH PROGRAMME 

Our Menopausal and Osteoporosis Clinic has places available for suitable 
women to begin treatment under this programme for up to 3 years. 

Medical assessments will be carried out at our private clinic free of charge. 

For further details 
of eligibility 

please telephone 071 935 2440 

A fully funded Study by tbe ECL Research Unit 
THE ENDOCRINE CENTRE LTD 


5-DAY COUNSELLING SKILLS 
COURSE, BLACKPOOL 
APRIL 20th to 24th 

Learn the counselling skills used by Christians in 
the caring professions. Cost inc materials, 
accommodation and half board at Palm Court Hotel 
£295 

write to INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
15 HOPE ST, GLASGOW G2 6AB 041-204 2230 



Hi there, 

We have thought about jour- 
neys before, and it’s time to 
think about another one! Lent 
begins on March 4 with Ash 
Wednesday, and that’s where 
our journey begins. 

Jesus was baptised by John, 
and then went on a journey 
into the desert to think about 
how to tell people about God’s 
love for them (Luke 3: 21-22 
and Luke 4: 1-13). We are told 
that Jesus was in the desert for 
40 days, and this is why Lent 
lasts for that length of time. 
But, I hear you say, what about 
our journey? This is where the 
Lent Chart comes in. Lent is a 
time when we can make a spe- 
cial effort to learn more about 
Jesus, and think how we treat 
each other. 


So — here’s what you 
need: 

A large sheet of white card 
or stiff paper. Felt tip pens, 
crayons, or paints, a ruler and 
pencil, some gummed paper, 
stars or small stick on shapes 
in different colours. 

Draw a long, wide, wander- 
ing path across your card or 
paper, and then divide it up 
into 40 squares. These repre- 
sent the 40 days of Lent. The 
squares must be large enough 
to write in an instruction on 
each. Number the squares 1- 
40. Square one will be Ash 
Wednesday (March 4), square 
5 will be the first Sunday in 
Lent, Mothering Sun- 
day will be 


square 26 (March 29) and 
square 40 will be Palm Sunday 
(April 12). 

The idea of the ‘journey’ is 
that you write in for each day, 
except Sundays an offering to 
God for that day, eg read a 
story from the Bible about 
Jesus; eat no sweets; do a 
secret good turn; pray for sick 
people; not complain about 
anything. 

It is good to have a mixture 
of things, and the idea of going 
without something can help us 
appreciate God’s gift to us 
even more. As you move along 
your Lenten Journey, stick a 
coloured square or some other 
shape on each square. 


day ones need not have any- 
thing written on them, but 
could have a different coloured 
sticker when you have been to 
church. 

I’m sure you could do 
something special for Mother- 
ing Sunday, but I would think 
you would want to keep that 

secret, and not write it in 
* 

beforehand! On Palm Sunday, 
perhaps you could draw or 
paint a picture to go at the end, 
or even fix your Palm Cross in 
place. You could, of course, 
extend the journey, through 
Holy Week to Easter Day. 

Have a good journey, and 
remember, the more we try to 
find out about Jesus, and to 
think about others, the more 
joyful will be Easter. 

Roger Fray 


acn otner. 
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A Lenten journey 


Filling a musical void 


Have you ever noticed that most pop 
Christian songs are either really slushy or 
heavy metal? Well, at last a newly formed 
band have bridged the gap in the middle. 

Mud Dudley, a group of five musicians: 
singer Dawn Pullen, drummer, Kevin 
Brown, lead guitarist, Howard Pullen, 


rhythm guitarist, Paul Thomas, bass gui- 
tarist, Paul New, and two dancers, Adam 
(Maraca-Madness) Moss and Neil 
O’Keiffe, are a new band based in Amer- 
sham. 

They came together to record a GCSE 
composition, but then decided to stay 




Jr W 


SfJS 


The Sunday school banner at St Mary’s Church, Great Brickhill, Bucks, is not 
only attractive but unusual — because it was made with the help of the children 
themselves, some of them as young as five. A group of them was pictured after the 
banner was blessed at a recent family service. 


YOUNG DOOR 


together and play for their own enjoyment. 
At first the band was very unstable, and it 
was uncertain whether they would stay 
together. However, since their first gig, 
jointly successful with the famous Chris- 
tian band ‘Brussel Spaceship’, they feel 
they have something to give to the youth 
of today. 

Now, although they are becoming more 
and more popular, they are staying 
together purely because of what they 
believe and not to become famous. They 
simply want to provide something spiri- 
tual, but on everyone’s level, to c^ter for 
the today’s young generation. 

Anne-Marie Garas 
Anne-Marie is a lower sixth former at 
Wycombe High School. 

Yellow Braces 

Every summer 200 young people from all 
over the Diocese descend upon the village 
of Whitchurch (near Aylesbury) for a 
weekend camp - a very special experience 
called Yellow Braces! These young people 
work together during the weekend in vil- 
large groups and each village needs a 
large, family-size frame tent. 

The Planning Group for Yellow Braces 
would appreciate the loan of such equip- 
ment for the weekend July 3-5. If you can 
help, please contact Peter Ball, Diocesan 
Youth Advisor at Church House. 


T55KT 


HOW 

NOTICEABLE CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING CAN BE 

For only £4.50 plus vat 
For 3 Inas - you can advartlM your goods 
and asrvfcts In 66,000 copiss of Ths Door. 
Td: OXFORD 880505 


<CX 


St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


BIBLES 

ACROSS THE 

GREETINGS CARDS 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

DIOCESE 

POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 

A.S.B.’s 

57c St Clements ^ 3 - 65 , H '« h 

Oxford Great Missenden 

OX4 1AG 

FRAMED PICTURES 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

Tel: (0865) 247567 Te , ; ( 02406 ) 2168 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP 11 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
•slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 


PARCHMENT (Bicester) 

Printers 

and 

Stationers 

Now open in Bicester 

13 DEANS COURT 
MARKET SQUARE 
BICESTER 
Tel: (0869) 322259 

For all your printing, 
copying and 
stationery needs 

Present this advert 
for a 10% introductory 
discount on first purchase. 

One per person 

(A division of 

PARCHMENT (Oxford) LIMITED) 
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How it all 
began 

The little village of Wootton, 
just off the A44 near Woodstock 
in Oxfordshire, has always 
joined in the Diocesan Gift Day 
with great enthusiasm. As a re- 
sult, three years ago Father Le- 
onard Doolan, the then Vicar of 
Wootton, had the inspired idea 
of applying the gift day pattern 
to villages in rural areas. 

Together with his wife Lynne, 
he wrote first to clergy and then 
to interested lay people in the 
Woodstock Deanery, asking for 
their comments and suggestions 
on the idea of a deanery chil- 
dren’s day, with workshops, a 
picnic lunch and a short all-age 
service at the end. About half of 
the parishes responded, and there 



was considerable commitment 
in Wootton itself. 

A meeting was held to decide 
on the date and theme, leadingto 
the first of three very successful 
deanery children’s days — the 
themes of the first two being 
‘God’s Promises’ and ‘People 
of God’, and this year’s ‘Jesus 
the Storyteller’. Leaders were 
asked to organise workshops on 
the theme, and to provide all 
necessary materials. It was de- 
cided to make a small charge of 
£1.50 per child to cover basic 
costs. Wootton is fortunate, be- 
cause the church, church school 
and two halls are within a short 
distance of one another and can 
be used for the various activities. 


Photo above: Banners on 
parade at St Mary’s tell of the 
welcome at ‘God’s party’ 


Children have their 
day at Wootton 



The event itself 


It was a great thrill to welcome 
about 80 children aged between 5 
and 12 to the third annual Dean- 
ery Children’s Day at. Wootton 
one Saturday last September. 
There was a sense of excitement 
as a steady stream of youngsters 
came up the church path to regis- 
ter — children from Long 
Hanbrough, Duns Tew, The Bar- 
tons, Combe, Stonesfield, Eyn- 
sham, Yamton, North Leigh, 
Woodstock, Steeple Aston and 
Wootton itself — and all with a 
packed lunch. 

After a skilful warming-up ex- 
ercise in the church, the young- 
sters went off to apply the theme 
of ‘Jesus the Storyteller’ at a 
number of different workshops. 
These were spread around the vil- 
lage, and ranged from making 
banners and mobiles to stained 
glass windows, altar and font dec- 
oration, drama, and a ‘heavenly 
banquet’ in the porch which was 
laid up for a party and decorated 
with balloons. 

Much organisation and intense 
concentration is needed to meet 
the noon deadlines, and we were 
all grateful when lunchtime came 
(one year the vicar’s new cope 
was still being sewn up over 
lunch ! ). It was no ordinary picnic. 
More helpers arrived, including a 
number of fathers, either to help 
supervise or to put up the chil- 
dren’s work in church . Someone 
organised a carefully constructed 
treasure hunt, which involved 
everything from counting posts 
in the driveway to looking for a 
minute model sheep in the long 
grass (as reproduced on this page). 
It seemed for a time as if the 
whole village had been briefly 
taken overby happy children and 
helpers. 

The day ended with a service in 
the church at 2pm, echoing the 
theme of Jesus the Storyteller. As 
the children assembled, they sang 
and paraded through the streets 
with the colourful parish banners 



The Programme 

930am: 80 children register 
in St Mary’s. Name badges 
given out. Warm up session. 
10.00am: Children divided 
into eight groups for 
workshops. 

12.00 noon: Return to church 
for music practice. 

1230pm: Lunch break based 
on Burditch Hall which 
overlooks a sportsfield. 
Children bring their own 
picnics (no lunch boxes so all 
remains can be binned) which 
are stored in the hall. 

Treasure hunt for everyone. 
1.45pm: Procession through 
the village to church. 

2.00pm: Church service. 
230pm: Children collected. 


that they had made. It was a per- 
fect way of signalling to the vil- 
lage that the church is creatively 
alive. Parents and visitors, in- 
cluding the Diocesan Children’s 
Officer, Roger Fray, helped fill 
the church. A specially made gar- 
ment, made by some of the chil- 
dren in the workshops, was worn 
during the service by Mark Bul- 
man, the local Deacon. The altar 
frontal and font decorations were 
in place, and every child’s work 
was displayed so that through 
action, music and story the morn- 
ing’s work was brought to God. 
In fact, the church glowed with 
the parables of Our Lord ,and it 
wasn’t perhaps surprising that so 
many young heads turned round 
to stare at the wonder of all that 
they had accomplished. Their 
work was left in the church for 
two weeks to give not only the 
Wootton churchgoers, but also 
visitors from elsewhere, a chance 
to see it. 

There was a great sense of fel- 



lowship and achievement, thanks 
to the careful planning and hard 
work of the organisers in the dean- 
ery, it was felt, and had been a 
marvellous opportunity for fel- 
lowship and outreach in the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism.. 

The committee met for a post- 
mortem supper and to see the 
video of the day, which is now 
available for showing around the 
deanery and at training days. 



Afterthought 

Although Leonard and Lynne Doolan launched the children’s days, 
their vision was always for a greater lay involvement. They left the 
parish last year before the event and, apart from attending the first 
meeting, they handed over its entire organisation to a committed group 
of lay people who hope that responsibility for organising the day will 
rotate around the parishes in the deanery. 

The group comprises Jill Smith (Planning Committee Secretary), 
Joan Thomas (Treasurer and Co-ordinator), Graham Turner (Chair- 
man), and Pauline Richardson. Jill is a Sunday School teacher at St 
Mary’s Wootton, and the mother of two young children. Joan has lived 
all her life in Wootton, where she is a Sunday school teacher. Graham 
is a Reader and the new Director of the Association for Governor 
Information and Training, and Pauline is an ex RE teacher who is 
involved with the pram service in Woodstock. If you would like any 
advice on planning your own parish or deanery children’s day, Jill 
Smith will be pleased to help ( 0993 812582) and so will Roger Fray, 
the Diocesan Children’s Officer (0865 244566). 


Now it’s your turn: but read this! 


This is your checklist to ensure 
a happy day: 

Do check with your PCC that 
their insurance covers the 
children’s day. 

Do watch the numbers: 120 
came the first year, and we felt 
that was the upper limit. 

Do have an undercover place 
ready for a picnic in case it rains. 
Do involve fathers, who are 


often willing to help put up the 
work displays. 

Do inform the police, especially 
if the children will be processing 
through the streets. 

Don’t have a late lunch . Ours 
was too late in the third year, 
and the children were getting 
restless. 

Do have a first aid kit to hand. 
Do make sure you have a lively 
music group. Wootton church 


has its own, with up to eight 
guitarists and flautists. If you 
haven’t got one, try borrowing! 
Do relate all the workshop 
activities to the theme, and make 
sure everyone’s work is 
displayed/used during the 
service. 

Do be highly organised. The 
more commitment and 
preparation beforehand, the 
better things will go on the day. 



Dartington Centre 

Residential weekends in the magnificient surroundings 
of Dartington Hall Estate in South Devon. 

Courses on arts and crafts, language and culture, science, 
ecology, creative writing, photography, theatre, music 
and health. 

8-10 May Spring Garden weekend including visits to 
two famous local gardens. 

6-13 September Gardens Week in association with the 
National Trust - lectures, excursions, entertainment. 

1992 Dartington Conference 7-9 April "Life in the 
Countryside: is there a sutainable future for rural 
Britain?" 

...or simply come and enjoy a relaxing break - peaceful 
gardens, riverside walks, Dartmoor, the sea and beautiful 
countryside. 

Accommodation in recently modernised bedrooms in the 
grand mediaeval courtyard. 

For further information contact Brenda Blewitt, The 
Dartington Centre (OC) Totnes, Devon TQ9 6EL. Tel 
0803 862271. 






Exclusive Handmade 
Wedding Gowns 

i Ball Gowns also Bridesmaids Dresses, Veils 
Headdresses in all sizes for hire or purchase. 
Reasonable rates 

THE DRESS OF YOUR DREAMS CAN BE MADE FOR YOU 

Tel: JANET on 
( 0249 ) 782361 

Shoes and ballet slipper now available 



WEDDING PICS 
COLOUR and 
BLACK & WHITE 
PHONE ROY DAVIES 
0235 814845 

BriUiant Artistic 



THE EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

JUI ftfr*i Comal 
St HtfT’i Road, Oxford 014 1RU 


For all your church embroidery and textile needs, including 
Vestments, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and Banners. 
Also available: Day Schools on church embroidery. 
Enquiries to: 

Embroidery Department, All Saints Convent 
Tel: 0865 248627 


CASTLE COURT 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

O SERVICING CHESHAM, AMERSHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

• CHESHAM’S ONLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

• 24 HOURS PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE 

• PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST ON PREMISES 

• FUNERALS ARRANGED IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME IF REQUIRED 

• TELEPHONE ENQUIRIES AND ADVICE GIVEN 

• DAIMLER FLEET OF VEHICLES 

• MONUMENTAL MASONRY SUPPUED 

90 BROAD STREET CHESHAM 
TEL: 0494 791931 

GREAT MISSENDEN TEL (0494) 890880 
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LAKE DISTRICT KESWICK 

A small comfortable Guest House for non- 
smokers with a warm friendly welcome by 
Christian Hosts who will Qive you excellent 
service and food Comfortable accommoda- 
tion, full c/h, dose town centre but with 
mountain views 
MB from £12.50 
Proprietors: Iris and Peter Webb 
Cathay Guest House, 30 
Keswick, Cumbria 
Tel: (17187) 72621 



SWANVALE LODGE HOTEL 

Opposite Leisure Centre - Open all year 

STANDARD ROAD, MARINE PARADE 
CENTRAL, GREAT YARMOUTH NR30 2EZ 
Tel: Reservations (0493) 843774 
Guests 331732 




Please send stamp for brochure and 
terms to: Customer Services 
B&B from £85, BB&EM £113 per week. 


HEADLANDS HOTEL 

LLANDUDNO 

Ashley Courtney, Le Routier Recommended, 
AA/RAC Two Star. 

Where Snowdonia meets the sea, superb views of 
the bay, Conway Estuary and mountains of 
Snowdonia. 

Two days, dinner, b/b £60 
Monday to Friday £112 

For brochure and full tariff 
phone (0492) 877485 


DISCOVER 

NEWQUAY 

Cornwall premier resort bp direct coach travel from only 
£129 inclusive 

We bring yon to the heart of Cornwall, b nights Sunday to 
Saturday. Throughout May, June and September. 

Send for our colour brochure. 

«=4l 

St Georges Road, Newquay, Cornwall, TR7 1RD. Tel: (0637) 872591 



Stanger Street 
CA12 5JU 


LANZAROTE 

Canary Islands 
Privately owned 
villa, sleeps 4/6, heated 
pool, tennis, near 
harbour, shops. 

l Brochure: 0235 529447 ^ 


Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 


fl CONWY B CORNWALL B LAKE DISTRICT B 

■ B ISLE OF WIGHT B SALTBURN B NORFOLK ■ 

B SNOWDONIA B 

the Centres are ideal for: 

I Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
| Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

■ For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BL0 9RJ 

® 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOUDAY from only £65 


LATTEN DALES 
Quaker Guesthouse 
GREYSTOKE, PENRITH 
Cumbria CA11 DUE 
Quietly situated on the North Edge 
of the Lakeland National Park 
Lattendales is a Guest House of 
the Friends Fellowship of Healing. 
Lattendales also offers 
comfortable self contained 
accommodation and a programme 
of special interest events. We are 
repeating our very popular Lake 
District Mountain Goat Coach 
TEL 07684-83229 


HOLY LAND TOUR 
FEBRUARY 1993 

A meeting will be held on Friday 
3rd April 1992 at 7.30pm in 
ENSTONE PARISH HALL for 
everyone interested in joining us 
on this tour. We will see a video 
of Israel, and discuss the itinery 
and any other relevant details. 
To find out more please contact 
Ruth & George Hicks 

Telephone: 0608 677228 

(Coming to the meeting will not commit 
you to going on the tour) 


CORNWALL 

Bradgate Guest House, Falmouth 

Comfortable Georgian Town 
House overlooking Falmouth 
Bay — ten minutes walk from 
town and beaches. 

For rest, relaxation and the 
fellowship of kindred minds. 
S.A.E. 

Mary and David Siderfin 
4 Florence Place, Falmouth 
Tel: 0326 314108 


Cottages 
South West 

Clifford House, Bridge Road 
Shaldon, Devon TQ14 ODD 

Tel: (0626) 872314 

Contact us now for a lovely 
selection of character cottages, 
apartments, bungalows, many 
with sea views or on the waters 
edge in picturesque Shaldon, 
Teignmouth, Torbay, Dartmoor 
and South Hams. 

Please telephone or write for a 
fully illustrated brochure. 



WYDALE 

York Diocesan Centre 

ENJOY THE PEACE AND BEAUTY 
Open all year round for mid-week 
conferences, day/weekend 
bookings, private guests. 

School for Healing Prayer 9/12 MAR 

March Break 23/27 MAR 

Myers Briggs Basic Course 13/15 APR 

Easter Walking Holiday 16/23 APR 

May Break 25/29 MAY 

Flower Festival 5 JULY 

•21-101’ Week 13/17 JULY 

Family Holiday Week 1 22/29 AUG 

Family Holiday Week 2 29 AUG/4 SEPT 

•21-101’ Week 14/18 SEPT 

Healing Conference 19/22 OCT 

For further details please contact: 
The Warden, Wydaie, York Diocesan 
Centre, Brompton by Sawdon, 
Scarborough, North Yorkshire, Y013 
9DG. Tel: (0723) 859270 


★ AFRICA * 

* S AMERICA ^ 
WORLDWIDE * 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES, CHURCHES 
AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NWI IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 

ABTA ★ I ATA NAITA 


Lambsquay House Hotel 

Royal Forest of Dean - Glos 

A high standard of accommodation and cuisine. All rooms en-suite and have 
colour TV, telephone, radio and beverages. The Restaurant Lounge Bar open to 
non-residents, evenings. Come and enjoy our hospitality and discover this 
beautiful part of the country. Ideal base to explore many places of interest. 
Excellent walking area. Children and pets welcome. Family suite. 

Mini-breaks available all year (except Bank holidays). 

Tel: (0594) 833127 for a brochure and details. 


% 
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WALKING & CYCLING 
HOLIDAYS IN NORFOLK 

Discover Norfolk’s glorious 
churches at your leisure while 
we carry your bags 

Free Colour Brochure 
0235 5592% 


ADVERTISE YOUR CAR 
IN THE DOOR PICK OF 
THE MONTH 

Only £14.73 plus vat 
For this Space 

TEL OXFORD 880505 


Baptist 

Holiday 

Fellowship Ltd 

WESTHOLME 

MINEHEAD 

Christian hotel and self-catering 
flats. Directly on Sea Front and 
nestled under the hills of Exmoor. 
Superb comfort and excellent 
company. 

Families welcome. 

For further information write to: 
CHRISTINE LAWRENCE 
Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 
Westholme, D, The Esplanade, 
Mlnehead, Somerset TA24 5QP 


“Eton Dornev 
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Charming 16th Century 
Farmhouse. Set in lovely Otter 
Valley, four miles from beach 
at Sidmouth. Two acres of 
beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires, beamed candlelit 
dining room, central heating, 
teasmade, two lounges, one 
non-smoking. All double room 
en-suite. Licensed. Excellent 
food using local fresh 
produce. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast from £190 pppw. 
Garden railway and putting 
green. 

The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 

FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


FLIGHTS ASSURED 

DIVINE DESTINATIONS 


Florida Fly-Drives £239 

Easter in Orlando £349 

(from Birmingham) 

Malaga « £1 09 

Canaries £1 39 

Algarve £129 


Superb accommodation available Canaries, 
Florida, Algarve. 

Privately owned, exceptional quality. 

0905 23978/25269 

Retail Agents for ATOL 


The Eton Domey Centre Is a residential Youth Centre accommodating 
groups up to 25 In Dormitories and family/Leaders' rooms. 

The Centre provides holidays for groups of underprivileged children from 
inner city areas, educational mid-week breaks and weekends for young 
people. 

It is ideally situated, being only 40 minutes, drive from London and 
Oxford, and just off the M4. 

There are many places of interest to see and plenty things to do. 



Write for our latest brochure to: 

Colin Morton, Warden 

The Eton Dorney Centre, The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 6QS 
Telephone: (0628) 662823 


F * R * A * N * C * E 

MOBILE HOMES ON LUXURY CAMPSITES 

Affordable France, Britanny and 
West Coast 

FAMILY HOLIDAYS: PRICE INCLUDES: 

2 ADULTS, 4 CHILDREN, MOBILE HOME AND 
ON SITE REPS 

ON BEST 4-STAR COASTAL SITES 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


SPARROW HOLIDAYS 

MURCOTT, OXFORD OX5 2RE 

086 733 280/350 (« m 




FLUXTO 


For brochure: 


Ann and Maurice Forth 
Fluxton Farm, 
Ottery St Mary 
Devon, EX11 1RJ 
Tel: (040481) 2818 




Chilterns Manor ' 
for retired & elderly 

Northern Heights, Bourne End. 
Chilleras Manor offers gracious 
surroundings when, residents are treated 
as guests. Families and friends are made 
welcome. Virtually every amenity is 
available, and guests can balance privacy 
with companionship. 


Fruit, elderly, * dependent people m 
and carte gly looked after. 

For a brock unt and further teformadon 
contact: Mrs Bani; SUN, on 0628 528676 


CARE IN CRISIS 

‘CRISIS* PREGNANCY CENTRE 
Facing an unplanned pregnancy? 
IVying to cope with physical or 
emotional problems following 
abortion, miscarriage or stillbirth? 
For free confidential counselling, 
practical help and advice call: 

(0753) 883101 

Counselling Centres in Hillingdon, 
Slough mid High Wycombe 


*ADC 

Arti.riai Disease Clinic 


TREATING CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES 
HEART ATTACKS, ANGINA, STROKES 

FREE RADICALS, NOT CHOLESTEROL. CAUSE CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE. EXCESS CHOLESTEROL ONLY EXACERBATES THE PROBLEM 
Arterial disease is the main cause of death and disability in the United 
Kingdom. It is largely preventable. 

Brtain's first established Chelation Clinic 
9 year's experience following full A CAM protocol 
Safe and effective protocol over the past 27 years in the USA, where 
more than 2 million Americans have chosen chelation infusions rather 
than surgery. 

TREATMENT IS CARRIED OUT BY EXPERIENCED MEDICAL W 
CONSULTANTS AND DOCTORS. 

NORTH - 70 THE AVENUE, LEIGH, LANCASHIRE. 

TEL: 0942 676617. FAX: 0942 260285 
SOUTH - 57 A WIMPOLE STREET, LONDON W1M 7DE. 

TEL: 071 486 3812. FAX: 071 486 3816 



• RESTLESS SLEEPER • MOODY • AGGRESSIVE • DISRUPTIVE IN SCHOOL • THIRSTY 
• • WITH CONCENTRATION PROBLEMS • BEDWETTING • ALLERGIES • 

If this sounds like your child then contact the 



THE HYPERACTIVE CHILDREN’S SUPPORT GROUP 
71 Whyke Lane, Chichester, West Sussex P019 2LD 
for information 



The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills RGN, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



A NEW CONCEPT IN CARE FOR THE ELDERLY 
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Recently awarded the regional level of the Housing Design Award, this beautiful 
16th Century Manor House is designed specifically for those seeking choice, 
independence and long-term security during retirement. Fully registered care 
facilities including 24-hour nursing care in tranquil riverside setting. Congenial 
relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library licensed bar. Apartments for couples, all 
accommodation en-suite. Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, 
bridge, fishing, croquet etc. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term convalescent and post 
operative care. 

Holiday breaks also available. 

For further details please contact: 

The Old Prebendal House 
Shipton-under-Wychwood, Oxford, OX7 6BQ 
Tel: (0993) 831888 


WYCOMBE GENERAL HOSPITAL 

THE HUGHENDEN SUITE 

DO YOU NEED AN OPERATION? 

Taking time out of work is both inconvenient and costly 
— however, we have the facility to be able to perform 
operations during holidays and Bank Holidays whilst 
your business or employer is closed. 

Fixed price packages available for the uninsured. 

For details contacti 

Private Patients Officer 0494 425630 any time 

... Health Is our Business 



S^/klWr Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


Pegasus Thamesnorth 
Retirement Homes pic 
23a High St. So'ith, Olney, Bucks MK46 4AA 
Tet 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 

PEGASUS ASSISTED 
LIVING SERVICE 

A Quality Service at Home for Retired People 

Do you, a relative, or a friend or neighbour need a helping hand around the home. 

Whether it is to maintain independence or just to give you some extra time to 
enjoy your retirement we can assist with cleaning, shopping or meal preparation. 
Pegasus Assisted Living Service is a private homecare agency. Our staff are fully 
vetted for security purposes and we train our staff to high standards to assist them 
in giving a quality, flexible service to our clients. We can provide:- 
Household Duties: Cleaning, Shopping, Laundry, Meal Preparation. 
Maintenance: Handyman, Gardening. 

Introductory offer £4.60 per hour plus V.A.T 
For a brochure and further information please contact: Miss Sue Jacobs, 
Manager, Pegasus Thamesworth Retirement Homts pic, 23a High Street 
South, Olney, Bucks MK46 4AA 

Tel: 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 
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COMMUNITY CARE 



We provide a caring service for 
the elderly and disabled in their 
own homes. If you have caring 
experience, hours to spare, day 
or night, and transport: 
Please ring (0993) 850050 
for details of pay and hours. 
(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 


UNIVERSAL CARE 
CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


LADY NUFFIELD 
HOME 

The Lady Nuffield Home is a friendly residential home caring 
for 28 residences; all have their own room. Close to local 
shops, amenities and on city centre bus route. 

Further details from MRS HOLT RGN, 

NDN, 165 Banbury Rd, Oxford, OX2 7AW. 

Telephone: 

OXFORD (0865) 58044 

2 i/ 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail and Confused Elderly 

• Individual and Independent Care 
# Home from Home Environment 
Fees from £1 70 per week 
DHSS funded residents welcome 
Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long and Short Stay Care 

TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 
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THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 


PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business TVips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks. Residential, Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 




HEAD OFFICE REGION 

horsham 0403 210415 Windsor 0753 832818 

YORK 0904 631369 colchester 0206 768659 

MIDLANDS REGION SOUTH WEST REGION 

Lutterworth 0455 558858 Plymouth 0752 346636 

CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 BATH 0225 428438 

SHREWSBURY 0743 353934 yeoyil 0935 410343 


L 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

I0.A Market Square. Horsham. West Sussex. RH12 1EU 
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DAVID WASLEY M.A.ATC AMGP 
Artist in stained glass. Conservator 
and Ferramenta specialist. Tel: 0494 
23978. Somerset House, 145 London 
Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 
1BT. 


TRAVEL SELL-OUT. West Coast 
Holiday Package to Los Angeles 
and Disneyland for 10 days. Free 
car hire. Original value £531. Strictly 
first 100 callers £99.50 per person. 
Phone our Travel Hotline now on 
0223 300304. 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION SEEN% 
Quality and Reliability at TUX' 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


PORCEUIN RESTORATION 

Porcelain, China, Pottery, 
Stoneware, Antique or Modern 
Single Crack or Multiple Break 

Please telephone lor an estimate 
MARGARET CAMPBELL 

0491 63 618 


$TI}€ DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 
It is produced by the 
Diocese in Association 
with Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing an dis 
distributed by Church 
Membership to 1 50,000 
readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks. 

To advertise in this 
newspaper please contact: 

Glyn Davies on: 
Oxford 

(0865) 880505 




Presentations of Poetry and 
Prose woven round a common 
theme , Leisure , Easter etc 
and suited to your group 
for details and brochure 
contact: 

MARGARET WALLACE LLAM 

72 Park Lane, Thatham, Berks 

( 0635 ) 64166 


A. R. HARDING 

General Builder 
Friendly reliable service, 
all work guaranteed, 
competitive rates. 

Tel: Reading (0734) 328002 


ALLAN WARDLE mbh. 

All types of dock restoration and 
repair f including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 
(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HPJ8 9HY 
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INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 




1* 04917 « 0734 

225 665918 

THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 
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CENTRAL MISSING PET REGISTER 
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU 

. Inform us If you have lost a pet or found a stray. 
Homes always needed for dogs and cats. Donations welcome 



Make your weeding easy 
this year with the 

WEED WINKLER 

DnJgntd to winkle out woods from 
anywhere In yourgardon. 

IDEAL FOR: noting, flower beds, 
borders, rote beds, alptnee etc. All 
vegetables Including onions, beetroot, 
cabbage plants, pest, runner and broad 
beans and fruit cenes. 

USEFUL TIPS FOR USE: 

Loop over weed and gently pull. It may 
bt necessary tt times to turn hoe 
quarter turn and use on edge for 
wMding in confined spacst. 
AVAILABLE IN SHORT OR 
LONG HANDLED VERSION 
SHORT HANDLED VERSION 
ONLY £6.99 + £2.50 p&p 
LONG HANDLED VERSION 
ONLY £7.90 + £2.50 p&p 
Only available from: 

Matalit* Products Ltd 
Oldbury Read, m v 
S mathwlck, u * 
Birmingham B66 1 JB 
Talaphona: 021-558 3712/8413 


Some gifts for Lent 



For this year’s Lent book, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has 
chosen Gifts of Love (Fount, 
£3.99) by Robin Gill. The 
book’s declared object is 
slowly to build up a vision of 
faith from clues to be found in 
everyday experience. 

The readings cover a six- 
week period. Meditations are 
also included by reference to 
scripture. Professor Gill writes 
simply, yet with insight. In a 
gentle and gracious way we are 
drawn to examine more closely 
the activity of God in our daily 
life, through our experience of 
the world, to the experience of 
Christ’s passion and death. 

Some people may find the 
book too subjective and take 
issue with Professor Gill’s 
belief that by starting with sec- 
ular experience all of us can 
learn to look at faith afresh. I 
suspect, however, that they 
will be in a minority, albeit a 
minority not likely to be disap- 
pointed in Tom Wright’s The 
Crown and the Fire (SPCK, 
£4.99). The book contains 
reflections on the meaning of 
the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, and the gift of the Spirit. 

The first part. The Crown of 
Thoms, consists of addresses 
given as meditations for Good 
Friday. These break with con- 
vention to contemplate not the 
seven last words spoken by 
Christ from the cross but rather 
words spoken to, or about, 
Jesus. Part Two, The Fire of 
Love, is based upon addresses 
which follow the theme of the 
Church’s call to serve and heal 
the world, to put into effect the 
victory On the cross. 

Few people will read The 
Crown and the Fire without 
gain. The book harnesses per- 
ceptive insights, central to 
which is the Church’s faith and 
selected passages from the 
Bible. In all, a book to stir the 
imagination with a sharp call 
to claim the crucified Jesus as 
Lord. 

Daily Readings with William 
Barclay (Fount, £4.99), edited 
by his son Ronald Barclay, is a 
compendium of readings and 
prayers drawn mainly from his 
‘Plain Man’ books. The read- 
ings have no theme, nor is 
there any structure to them. 
Nevertheless, the book speaks 
simply to the heart. 

Father Derek Jennings 
(Roman Catholic Chaplain to 
King’s College London and 
the City University) asserted in 


The Times recently that the 
Anglican cultural tradition is 
weakening and a number of 
Anglicans of all schools would 
welcome its disappearance. 
Those, including myself, who 
are not members of such 
schools, will welcome the pub- 
lication of Praying with John 
Donne and George Herbert 
(Triangle, £3.99), compiled 
and edited by Duane Arnold, 
and introduced by Bishop 
Richard Harries. 

Here are poems, prayers and 
other writings with which 
many people will be familiar 
(e.g. Teach me. My God and 
King, by Herbert, and Donne’s 
Wilt Thou Forgive That Sin 
Where I Begun), together with 
less familiar works. Set against 
life sketches of Herbert and 
Donne, the writings have a 
poignancy which reflects the 
spiritual struggle felt by many 
who aspire to live a Christian 
life. Bishop Richard tells us 
how he was introduced to Her- 
bert whilst studying at Cam- 
bridge, through the poem 
‘Love bade me welcome; yet 
my soul drew back’. Sadly, the 
poem is omitted here, for it 
depicts a most wonderful pic- 
ture of atonement. 

Brian Blackshaw 
The Revd Brian Blackshaw is 
an NSM at St Mary's Amer- 
sham. 


Remembering Maria 


Maria Cristina Gomez 
was a teacher in El Sal- 
vador. She was also an 
active member of her 
Baptist church, and 
used to join with oth- 
ers in the parish in 



front cover of Lent 
1992: Living the Good 
News this year’s ecu- 
menical Lent course 
jointly prepared by 
Christian Aid, Cafod 
and SCIAF. The 


small groups to discuss 
the meaning of their 
faith in a country where 
injustice and violence 
are rife. On April 14, 
1989, as she came out 
of school, some heavi- 
ly armed men bundled 
her screaming into a 
van as the children 
watched. Four hours 
later, Maria’s dead 
body was found aban- 
doned in another part 
of the city. She had 
been tortured and then 
shot. To celebrate her 
life, the people of her 
community made this 
painted wooden cross, 
which appears on the 



course includes stories 
from St Luke’s Gos- 
pel, as well as from 
South America and the 
Caribbean, to see how 
Christians there relate 
the Bible to their eve- 
ryday lives. Lent 1992 
is being widely stud- 
ied by Lent groups in 
the Oxford Diocese, so 
if you are interested in 
joining one, do make 
enquiries at your local 
church. You can also 
buy individual copies 
from Inter-Church 
House, 35-41 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 
7RL at £1.75 a copy 
plus 75p postage. 


An African Experience 


Some readers may remember Trevor Huddle- 
ston’s last book about South Africa, Naught for 
your Comfort , which told of apartheid’s tighten- 
ing grip on the country, of the anguish of the 
black people and also of the young priest him- 
self — observing his vow of obedience when his 
Community recalled him from the mission he 
loved. 

After a stint as Bishop of Stepney, his last 
appointment carried t}ie resounding title of 
Archbishop of the Indian Ocean. And for 35 
years he watched South Africa from afar, chal- 
lenging its oppression and becoming President 
of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, but promising 
himself he would never return until the apartheid 
system had been finally destroyed. 

But then came a letter from the recently 
legalised African National Congress, inviting 
him to attend their first national Conference in 
three decades. Return to South Africa: the 
Ecstasy and the Agony (Fount, £3.50) describes 
that return visit to a country not yet entirely free. 
There was the ‘ecstasy of a great service of wel- 
come in St George’s Cathedral in Cape Town, 
with “music and song and dance in an outburst 
of joy”; of meeting again the children of Sophia- 
town he had known and loved, now with chil- 


dren of their own; of revisting the Huddleston 
Swimming Bath which he opened in Soweto in 
1955; still in perfect order; of hearing Hugh 
Masekela — the child to whom he had given his 
first trumpet — playing in his own country, now 
an international star. 

But there was also the agony: of the terrible 
tortures suffered in detention by Frank Chikane, 
now Secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches; of the political prisoners on hunger 
strike whom Bishop Huddleston wasn’t able to 
visit and above all the agony of the violence 
sweeping the country which the author firmly 
lays at the door of “the apartheid ideology”. 

But the book ends on a note of hope. The 
Archbishop is encouraged by the peace initia- 
tives of the South African Churches, and the 
resulting National Peace accord, signed by both 
the ANC and Inkatha. 

“Hope is enough, because it is based on real- 
ism.. on the truth.... that this is God’s world and 
not ours.” 

Helen Kimble 

Mrs Kimble lived for 20 years in Africa. She is 
now Editor and Research Associate at Queen 
Elizabeth House , Oxford. - 


P. L. BARRETT H. J. KNAPP 

81 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private- Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 



PARK HOME LIVING 
THE OMAR WAY 

A selection of new homes now 
available on our residential parks in v 

Kent, Bucks, Berks and Herts * PARKSj| LIMITED 

If you want the peace and tranquility of our rural locations 
but need to commute to the city we probably have just the 
home for you. With prices starting from as little as £30,000 
fully furnished for a comfortable one-bedroomed model to 
around £60,000 for a 2\3-bedroomed luxury home with a 
wide selection of designs to suit every need. 

Finance available (subject to status). 

Further details available from Ted Slough on 




( 0784 ) 453877 


ST JOHN PASSION 
by J.S. Bach 

Choir of Holy Trinity Church 
Cookham. 

Soloist from The Guild Hall 
School of Music. 
Good Friday at 7.30pm 
Retiring Collection. 
More details from Parish Office 

Tell (0628) 529661 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children’s Stories 
and Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPH1 PRESS (Dept.A.24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 


A B 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


Make a lovely service even 
better, have your favourite 
music sung during the 
signing of the Register. 
For friendly advice contact: 

Alison 
L’Estrange 
Tel: 084428 427 
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The DOOR opens on: 


St John the Evangelist, Newbury 


Landmark of faith 





A round teatime on Febru- 
ary 10, 1943, a lone Ger- 
man pilot flew his bomb- 
er over Newbury . He may have 
been aiming for the railway line 
which passes near St John the 
Evangelist Church. In the event, 
his bomb scored a direct hit on the 
church and razed it almost to the 
ground, making it the only church 
in the Diocese to be damaged in 
the Second World War. Fifteen 
people, including some children, 
were killed. But one Mildred Sand- 
ford made a miraculous escape 
from one of the vestries, and Nor- 
man Withers, on leave from the 
RAF, crawled through the rubble 
to rescue the Blessed Sacrament 
in its damaged pyx. 

The church’s ministry continued, 
with daily Eucharist at the vicar- 
age and a Sunday service in St 
John’s School hall. Three ladies 
from the church served daily teas 
to the Lancashire Fusiliers sta- 
tioned on the racecourse , youth 
club and other church activities 
were held in an army Nissen hut, 
and in 1944 a temporary church 
was built on the 
bomb site, to be 
used for the next 
13 years. 

Planning for* a 
new church be- 
gan soon after 
the War. The 
PCC bravely re- 
jected the first 
drawings sub- 
mitted, opting 
instead for a 
building of mel- 
low red brick in 
the Romanesque 
style designed 
by Stephen 


Dykes-Bower, the architect to 
Westminster Abbey. With its lofty 
hagd-painted ceiling of reds, blues 
and greys, its unusual brick vault- 
ing, and its windows made from 
fragments of glass from bombed 
churches elsewhere, the second St 
John’s Church is dramatically 
beautiful. It has become a show- 
case for the bricklayer’s craft, and 
was recently listed as a building of 
architectural interest. 

The church is a landmark in oth- 
er ways. It has been a centre foi* 
Anglo-Catholicism since its foun- 
dation in 1859. This tradition is 
clearly reflected in the design of 
the church, which includes a con- 
fessional box, stations of the cross 
in the south aisle, holy water 
stoups, and a vaulted lady chapel 
with the reserved Sacrament. 

The Catholic tradition is also 
deeply rooted in everyday life at 
St John’s. Mass is said or sung 
daily, the angelus bell is rung at 
8am and 5.30pm, and the rosary is 
recited on Saturdays. Holy days 
such as Corpus Christi are cele- 
brated with much solemnity, and 



members of the congregation 
make an annual pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. Parish Mass on Sun- 
days is a spendid service, with an 
array of servers, two priests (using 
one of the church’ s 26 sets of vest- 
ments), a large choir, and an abun- 
dance of incense and bells. It is not 
surprising to know that the PCC 
voted by a firm majority against 
the ordination of women, and as 
Robert Gibbs discreetly puts it in 
his history of the church: “Women 
priests or deacons would not be 
encouraged to participate in the 
sanctuary, and this to include the 
administration of the chalice.” 
But there i£ more to St John’s 
even than its beautiful brick build- 
ing , its ‘smells and bells’ or even 
its Catholic tradition. Said one 
member: “It’s a really warm, wel- 
coming church . The fact that is 
also Anglo-Catholic is coinciden- 
tal.” Father George Bennett, Vic- 
ar of St John’s, also emphasises 
the church’s dual role: “We man- 
age to be fully Catholic and fully a 
parish church,” he says. 

Father George himself is a famil- 
iar figure, not only as the parish 
priest but in Newbury hospital 
where he is the chaplain. A Welsh- 
man by birth and education, he is 
fervently Anglo-Catholic but 
warmly welcomes all who come. 
Whatever their style of churchman- 
ship. It is an openness which some- 
times has unexpected consequenc- 
es: The man 
who is now his 
assistant priest 
, Father John 
Lewis, first 
came to St 
John’s from a 
more evangel- 
ical church (the 
times of the 
services fitted 
in with his life 
as a teacher). 
‘Then they in- 
vited me round 
to the vicarage 
and asked me 
to take part in 



the Passion play, but I didn’t real- 
ise they wanted me to play Our 
Lord,” he says. However, he soon 
found that he could relate well to 
the style of worship and eventual- 
ly decided to be ordained. A tall, 
flamboyant figure with a crucifix 
ear ring in one ear (“the one that 
hears the Holy Spirit!”), he now 
cuts a dashing figure at the altar 
and says: “The challenge is to rec- 
ognise God in everything, but the 
ceremony does help to focus our 
attention on Him.” 

Working with children has also 
been a priority at St John’s. Father 
George is a regular visitor at the 
church school and his wife, Rho- 
na, herself a teacher, helped to 
start the Sunday school when they 
first arrived ten years ago. Now 
she concentrates on the adult dra- 
ma group but the flourishing Sun- 
day schoolcontinues in the nearby 
St Richard’s Room. Older chil- 
dren also meet monthly for early 
Communion and breakfast, and 
there are regular Saturday youth 
workshops, and opportunities for 
boys as young as five to learn to 


serve at the altar. 

As for the wider community — 
at a parish day in 1989 to consider 
the church’s role in the 1990s, 
there was concern for Newbury’s 
homeless people, and St John’s set 
up a voucher scheme to provide a 
wholesome meal at the town’ s Ark 
Centre. 

After the war a young ordinand 
called Robert Runcie used to visit 
the then parish priest at St John’s. 
Long afterwards, as Archbishop 
of Canterbury, he contributed a 
signed photograph to a fundrais- 
ing event — and on the back re- 
ferred to St John’s “for whose red 
brick and atmosphere of holiness I 
have great affection”. To the visi- 
tor, this “atmosphere of holiness” 
is immediately apparent. It is the 
sum of the dedication of the cler- 
gy, the commitment of the con- 
gregation and the balance between 
devout daily worship and practi- 
cal Christianity . It may even havd 
something to do with the building 
itself, which arose so serenely out 
of that bomb site. 

Christine Zwart 


History: Parish formed in 1 859 from bits 
of Newbury and Greenham parishes. 
Since 1973 part of the Newbury Team 
Ministry. The first St John’s Church, de- 
signed by William Butterfield (architect 
of Keble College, Oxford), was conse- 
crated in 1860. Destroyed by a bomb in 
1943. In 1955 PrincessMargaret laid the 
foundation stone of a new church. De- 
signed by Stephen Dykes-Bower in the 
Romanesque style, it was built of red 
bricks (750,000 of them!) and consecrat- 
ed in 1957. 

Clergy: Team vicar — Father George 
Bennett; Minister in Secular Employment 
— Father John Lewis 
Rural Dean: Canon Colin Scott Demp- 
ster. 

Church Wardens: Bernard Hughes, Mal- 
colm Baldwin. 

Sunday Services: 8am Mass; 10.30am 
Sung Parish Mass; 4pm Evensong (6pm 
in summer); monthly Benediction. 
Other Services: Daily Mass ( Mon. noon, 
Tues. 7.30am, Wed. 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, 
Fri 7am, Sat 9am); daily Morning and 
Evening Prayer (7.30am and 5pm); 
monthly intercessions for healing, laying 
on of hands and anointing during Mass; 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
(Wed 7pm). Recital of the Rosary (Sat. 
4.30pm). Regular Confession. 

Prayer Books: Alternative Service Book 
Rite B for Mass; Book of Common Prayer 
for Evensong. 

Hymn Book: New English Hymnal , 
Church Anthem Book. 

Choir: Mixed choir of 25, under the 
direction of Mr T. White, sing at Parish 
Mass, on Holy Days and at monthly cho- 
ral Evensong . 

Sunday School: Meets in the St Rich- 
ard ’ s Room next to the church at 1 0. 1 5am. 
Sixty children and young people aged 4- 
1 5 and six teachers. 

Youth: No youth club as such, but rain- 
bows, brownies, cubs, scouts and guides 
have strong church links and six parade 
services a year. 

Book Stall : Run by Miss Edith Thain, 
concentrates on Church Union and Cath- 
olic literature. 

Magazine: Edited by Mrs Sandie Sims 
very much as a family journal for St 
John’s. 

Missionary links: with a priest in South 
India and with the Melanesian Mission. 
Other activities: Mothers and T iddlers 
Group on Tuesday morning in aujoining 
St Richard’s Room; over 60s club on 
alternate Mondays at 2.30pm; drama 
group perform locally renowned Passion 
Play and sometimes an autumn produc- 
tion; Baptism team befriends families; 
excellent links with local church school; 
Easter week Children’s Mission; annual 
Walsingham pilgrimage (October 26-29); 
Events to raise £10,000 for disabled and 
pram access. thriving branch of the 
Church Union; embroidery group makes 
and repairs vestments; the church is the 
deanery centre for the Anglo Catholic 
tradition and makes its choir and servers 
available for occasional use by other small 
churches. 


Left: The church’s unusual ‘House 
of Nazareth’ was made by the late 
Father Leigh McCarthy, whose 
widow and daughter are pictured. 
Photos by Frank Blackwell. 



Alton Abbey 
1992 

Alton Abbey, Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 4AP 

March 27-29 

Solitude and Communion: a three-fold exploration 

Canon Roger Greenacre Canon of Chichester, Oblate of Bee 

April 4 

An early Good Friday 

The Rt Revd Colin James Bishop of Winchester 

May 1-3 

A Weekend with Jane Austen 
Dom Nicholas Seymour 0$B 

June 5-7 

Open Retreat 

Fr Augustine Hoey CR 

July 17-19 

A Country Crafts Weekend 
Various local enthusiasts 

July 24-26 

The Call of the Disciple 

The Rt Revd Leslie Lloyd Rees Assistant Bishop in the 
DioceSe of Winchester 

July 31 -August 1 

A Novice Monk’s Weekend 
The Community of Alton Abbey 

September 18-20 

Icon Weekend 

Brother Anselm Shobrook OSB 

October 23-25 

Discerning God in our Lives 

Mrs Alison Halliwell Tutor, Salisbury and Wells Theological 

October 30 

— November 1 

The Beatitudes: Matthew 5: Iff 

Canon John Fenton Canon of Oxford 

November 9-13 

A Retreat for Visually Impaired People and their friends 

The Revd. Graeme Hands Warden of St John’s Guild for the 
Blind 

November 20-22 

^Holiness in the World: a retreat for laity 

Prebendary John Pearce Rector of Limehouse 

November 28 

Quiet Day before Advent 

The Revd April Richards Deacon of East Meon and Langrish 

Details of these events available from 

Dom Philip Austen OSB 

All other enquiries about Guest 
facilities from 

The Guestmaster 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools 
For details send S.A.E. to:- * 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 

126 High Street, 

Oxford. OX1 4DG. 


MICHAEL CLARIDGE 

IMPORT/EXPORT 
AGENTS & 
CONSULTANTS 

Tel (Fax): 

0865 841181 

76 QUEENS AVENUE 
KIDLINGTON, 
OXON 0X5 2 JJ 
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VIDEOS 

WE HAVE 12,000 

Different Titles in 100 
Categories for you to choose from 
From only £4.00 plus 75p P&P 

Including. Children's— Classics— 

Features — Hobbies— Travel — TV 
Comedy — Military— Westerns — 

Musicals 

All Music (Classics to Opera — Heavy 
Metal — Irish — Country & Western 
Rock'n'Roll) etc. 

Gardening, Trains, Planes, Keep Fit, Cookery etc. Sport, 
Football, Golf, Horse Racing, Angling, Wrestling etc. 

We can supply any video you require 

Freshideal Ltd, PO Box 75 
Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 1XB 

Send details andprice list to: 

Name 

Address 
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The Evangelist’s Psalm 


It would be a pity if the Lambeth call to 
evangelism were seen, as has been 
suggested in the national press, as a 
threat to the Jewish people or 
regarded as something peculiar to the 
Christian Church. After all Jonah, 
albeit reluctantly , at the call of God, 
went all the way to Nineveh on a one- 
man mission to the city and was 
strikingly successful. 

Our Lord himself credits even his 
opponents in Israel with a zeal to 
proclaim their f?ith: “They compass 
land and sea to make a single 
proselyte” (Matthew 23.15). But the 
supreme example in the Hebrew Bible 
is the composer of Psalm 71. He 
declares God’s splendour all day long 
(8). His mouth tells of God’s 
righteousness and his salvation (15). 
He is eager to declare God’s power to 
the next generation (18). God has done 
great things (19). His tongue tells of 
God’s righteous acts all day long (24). 

The author of this Psalm is not 
alone. The Psalms constantly recall 
and proclaim the mighty acts of God in 
history, and invite others to share in 
that faith. The Christian Church is 
unique only in that it concentrates its 


message on what it regards as God’s 
mightiest act of all - the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. This is the 
Gospel, and we have no option but to 
proclaim it for the benefit of all 
mankind, regardless of creed, culture 
and nationality. 

The Church is not true to itself if it is 
not sharing the Gospel with others. 
Evangelism is not a threat to Judaism, 
or indeed to any other world religion. It 
is a declaration of faith in an event 
unique in the history of the world to 
men and women of other religions or 
of no religion at all, inviting them to 
respond in whatever way is 
appropriate to them. No more, no less. 

Evangelism is not, or should not be, 
an exercise in high- powered sales- 
talk or in invidious comparisons with 
other religions. In common with the 
Jewish people, our forefathers in the 
faith, it is a humble, joyful witness to 
the mighty acts of God in history, of 
which some believe the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead is the most 
signal example. 

Stuart .Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York 
and the author of many books. 


WHAT’S 

ON 


MARCH 

Sun 1 OXFORD. Eveftsong, followed 
by Dr Robert Twycross talking on the 
report ‘Mud and Stars: the impact of 
hospice experience on the Church’s 
ministry of healing with discussion. 
6pm Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry. 
First in a series, others, all Sundays are 
March 8, 15, 22, 29 same time, same 
place. Details: 0865 62931 . 

Mon 2 BEACONSFIELD. Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship 
International, Gerrards Cross Chapter 
dinner. 7.30pm 5th Avenue Restaurant, 
Maxwell Road. Speaker: Kevin 
D’Urban-Jackson. £8. Bookings & 
information: Bob Sutton 02407 4689. 
Wed 4 OXFORD. Lunchtime talk at St 
Giles’ Church. Humphrey Carpenter on 
Benjamin Britten. 12.30 for 1pm. 
Details: 08675 2498. 

Thurs 5 AYLESBURY. Music at 
lunchtime with students from the Royal 
Academy of Music. £2, cone. £1. 
12.45-1 .25pm at St Mary’s Church. 
Thurs 5 MILTON KEYNES. First of a 
series of Lunchtime in Lent talks on the 
theme: ‘Gospel and City: a Challenge to 
the Church’. Dr Pauline Webb , the 
religious broadcaster and leading lay 
Methodist will speak on’The Gospel in 
the Present Tense’ . 12.45pm with lunch 
available at 1.30pm. 

Thurs 5 OXFORD. Services for 
Women’s World Day of Prayer: 
2.45pm Cumnor URC Church, 7.30pm 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Yamells Hill; 
7pm Sacred Heart, Balfour Rd, 
Blackbird Leys; 2.30pm St Andrew’s, 
Sandford-on-Thames; 10.30am 
Headington Baptist Church; 2.30pm 
Kennington Methodist Church; 7pm St 
Nicholas Church, Old Marston; 2pm 
Blackfriars, St Giles; 10.15am 
Magdalen Road Free Church; 1.30pm 
St Andrew’s Church, Xinton Rd (bring 
& share lunch at 12.45pm); 2.30pm St 
Matthew’s, Grand Pont. 

Fri/Sat 6-7 MILTON KEYNES. 
‘Know the Scriptures through Small 
Groups’, a Bible Society course led by 
Julia Harvey. Details & to book: the 
Revd D Byrne, Bradwell Church House, 
Atterbrook, Bradwell, Milton Keynes, 
0908 320850. 

Sat 7 OXFORD. ‘My soul magnifies the 
Lord’ a day of reflection in preparation for 
the general election. Arc Community with 
Church Action on Poverty. 10am-4pm, 1 1 
Norham Gardens. Details: 0865 54885. 

Sat 7-Thurs 19 OXFORD. Isaiah & 
other images’ paintings, drawings &• 
etchings by Cicely Osmond-Smith. St 
Giles Church. Weekdays 12-2pm, 
weekends 2-5pm. 

Mon 9-Wed 11 HIGHMOOR, nr 

Reading. ‘Detachment & Growth’ a 3- 
day residential Lent retreat led by Sister 
Honor Margaret, CSMV. £60. Details 
& to book: Ann Persson 0491 641543. 
Wed 11 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
Ecumenical Lent Course based on “I 


trust and believe”. Sponsored by 
churches in Drayton, Steventon, Sutton 
Courtenay, Milton & Appleford. 7.45 
for 8pm All Saints Church. 1st in a 
series of 5. Others are March 18 Milton 
Methodist Church, March 25 Christ 
Church (RO), Sutton Courtenay, April 1 
Drayton Baptist Church & April 8 St 
Peter’s Church, Drayton. Details: J 
Newman, 0235 531310. 

Thurs 12 AYLESBURY. Music at 
lunchtime with Pamela Edwrds at the 
piano. £2, cone. £1. 12.45-1.25pm at St 
Mary’s Church. 

Thurs 12 READING. Lunchtime 
music with Jonathan Melling on the 
organ. 1.05pm at St Laurence Church. 
Free. 

Sat 14 READING. ‘Being a Christian 
in Business Today - setting the captives 
free’ a day workshop ay Greyfriars 
Church & Centre, Friar Street, 10am. 
£15. Booking & information: Greyfairs 
Church & Centre, Friar St, Reading, 
Berks RG1 1EH, 0734 587369. 

Tues 17 OXFORD. Concert by 
Abingdon School Chapel Choir. 8pm St 
Giles Church. Details: 08675 2498. 
Wed 18 MILTON. Ecumenical Lent 
Course. 2nd in a series of 5. 7.45 for 
8pm, Methodist Church. Full details 
see March 1 1 Sutton Courtenay above. 
Thurs 19 AYLESBURY. Music at 
lunchtime with Georgia Vale on the 
violin. £2, cone. £1. 12.45- 1.25pm at 


St Mary’s Church. 

Thurs 19 MILTON KEYNES. 
Lunches in Lent on theme Gospel and 
City: A challenge to the Church. 
Michael Murray, Milton Keynes’ Chief 
Executive Officer will speak on’ 
Beginnings from an Ending’ at 12.45pm 
with lunch available at 1 .30pm. 

Fri 20 WEXHAM. ‘Question Time’ on 
third world debt & environmental 
matters. 8pm St Mary’s Church Hall. 
Panel: South Bucks Conservative, 
:abour & Liberal Democrat general 
election candidates & the Revd Richard 
Hall. 

Fri 20 FARMOOR, Oxford. ‘Your 
Grandchildren, the Earth Summit and 
You’ . The health of the earth in the 
next century is the agenda at Rio in 
June. How can we make our voices 
heard? ‘Faith & the Environment’ 
invite you to Hill End, Eynsham Road 
(B4044) at 7.30pm. Details: Jacquie 
Fynn 0865 863510. 

Fri/Sat 20/21 CROWTHORNE. 

‘Spiritual Warfare’ a teaching weekend 
led by Brian Mills in preparation for the 
Mission in September at St Sebastian’s 
Church, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. 
Fri. 8-10pm, Sat 9.30am-12.30pm & 
7.30pm. Sessions for children in the 
church hall. For details: Mrs M 
Grimshaw, 22 Crutchley Rd, 
Wokingham, Berks RG11 1XA. 

Sat 21 BOTLEY, Oxford. ‘Cut out 
Nescafe - Why?’ Patti Rundall of Baby 
Milk Action will explain the General 
Synod’s boycott motion to sceptics and 
supporters. 9.30am-lpm Botley WI 
Hall, North Hinksey Lane. Details: 
Christopher Hall 0869 38225. 

Sat 21-Sun Apr 26 OXFORD. “The 
Church & the Artist 1920-80”. Works 
loaned by the Methodist Church. 
Weekdays llam-4pm, Sundays 2-5pm. 
St Giles Church. Details: 08675 2498. 
Sun 22 DEDDINGTON. South 
Midlands Iona Family Group meeting. 
Including ‘Sharing Beliefs’ a non- 
competitive game. The Knowle, 
Philcote St. Details: Chris & Viviane 
Hall, 0869 38225. 

Sun 22 READING. An ecumenical 
service of thanksgiving for the 
Corrymeela Community. 6.30pm, St 
Mark’s Church, Cranbury Road, 
Reading. Address by Rabbi Jonathan 
Romaine. Details: 0734 589800. 

Tues 24-Thurs 26 HIGHMOOR, nr 
Reading. ‘On Life’s Journey’ a course 
in 3 parts: Managing Stress, 

Opportunity for change & Living life to 
the full. £10 each or £25 for the series. 
Details & to book: Ann Persson 0491 
641543. 

Wed 25 OXFORD. Christ Church 
Cathedral. 8pm. Preacher: the Revd 
Canon Rowan Williams: Waiting on 
God. A Lenten reflection in this year of 
decision. Service organised by MoW. 
All welcome. 

Wed 25 SUTTON COURTENAY. 

Ecumenical Lent Course. 3rd in series 
of 5. Christ Church (RO) 7.45for 8pm. 
Full details see March 1 1 Sutton 
Courtenay above. 

Thurs 26 READING. Lunchtime 
music with Chris Grist, cello & John 
Gibbons, piano. 1 .05pm at St Laurence 


Church. Free. 

Thurs 26 MILTON KEYNES. 

Lunchtimes in Lent - ‘Gospel and City: 
a Challenge to the Churclv. Bruce Kent 
of Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
speaks on ‘ Christians and the New 
World Order* at 12.45pm with lunch 
available at 1.30pm. 

Thurs 26 AYLESBURY. Music at 
lunchtime with flute soloists and 
ensembles from the the Aylesbury 
Music Centre directed by Diane Wilson. 
£2, cone. £1. 12-45-1. 25pm at St 
Mary’s Church. 

Thurs 26 AYLESBURY. The Love of 
Power & the Power of Love’ hard 
questions for the Renewal Movement 
from 3 of its friends: the Revd Tom 
Smail, the Revd Nigel Wright & Dr 
Andrew Walker. Fri 7.30-9.45pm & Sat 
10am-4pm (shared lunch) Southcourt 
Baptist Church, Penn Rd. £15. 
Details/enrolments: Chiltem Christian 
Training Programme 0628 J8 19099 ext 
246 (weekdays am). 

Fri 27 FINGEST. Laying on of hands 
and Anointing at Holy Communion. 
10.15am, St Bartholomew’s. 

Sat 28 READING. Attic Auction St 
Paul’s Hall, Whitley Wood Lane. 
Viewing 9.30- 10.30am. Auction begins 

I lam. 50p. Light refreshments. 

Sat 28 MILTON KEYNES. Barn 
Dance at the Cross & Stable Church, 
Downs Bam. For the Bell Fund. £2.50, 
children & OAPs £2, family ticket £8. 
7.30pm. Details: 0908 668347. 

Sat 28 BANBURY. Classical guitar 
concert by Raymond Burlet, Andrew 
Warn & Nick Chenhall. 7.30pm St 
Mary’s Parish Church. £3 & £2. Details: 
Stella Fairbaim 0295 710648. 

Mon 30 MARLOW. Collegium 
Regale, choral scholards of Kings 
College, Cambridge in concert with 
music sacred & secular. 8pm All Saints 
Church. £6 inc wine. Details: 0628 
471610. 

APRIL 

Wed 1 DRAYTON. Ecumenical Lent 
Course. 4th in series of 5. 7.45 for 8pm, 
Baptist Church. Full details see March 

II Sutton Courtenay above. 

Thurs 2 MILTON KEYNES. 
Lunchtimes in Lent - Gospel and City: a 
Challenge to the Church. Peter Hurford, 
an organist of international repute, gives 
a concert in memory of Canon Franklyn 
Cheyne who helped to endow the 
church organ. 12.45pm with lunch 
available at 1 .30pm. 

Fri 3-Sun 5 BATH. ‘Finding a Way’ a 
residential weekend of Christian 
exploration organised by the Edward 
King Institute for Mnistiy Development. 
Ammerdown Centre. Details: Malcolm 
Grundy 0462 700567, Don Hood 0625 
530519. 

Sat 4 KIDLINGTON, Oxford. St 
Mary’s bellringers jumble sale. 2pm St 
John’s Ambulance HQ, High Street. 
lOp. 

Wed 8 DRAYTON. Ecumenical Lent 
Course. Last in series of 5. 7.45 for 
8pm, St Peter’s Church. Full details 
see March 1 1 Sutton Courtenay above. 
Thurs 9 CUDDESDON. ‘Eros and the 
Sacred’ a Trainers’ Workshop run by* 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58 B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 


& 


58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Tel: 415003 



An energetic team of bishops shed the burdens of the 
General Synod in London, to beat a sprightly Mother's 
Union team 2-nil, in a lunchtime sponsored hockey match 
on February 19, to raise money for the Church Urban 
Fund. The Bishop of Oxford, showing outstanding form, 
was one of the scorers. Afterwards the Archbishop of 
Canterbury presented the Home and Family Cup to the 
winners. The two teams took to the field in specially 
designed track suits - episcopal purple for the bishops, 
blue for the Mothers Union. Cartoon: Jim Needle 


the Dept, of Parish Resources. * Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. The day is 
designed to deepen our understanding of 
what it means to be women and men 
made in the image of God. By 
invitation. If you would like to know 
more or be added to the mailing list 
contact: Keith Lamdin, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. 
Thurs 9 READING. Lunchtime music 
with Guy Haskell on violin & Joanna 
Miller at the piano. 1.05pm at St 
Laurence’s Church. Free. 
Fril0-Sunl2 AMERSHAM. 

Springboard 92 the Oxford Diocesan 
Youth Asembly. Worship, workshops, 
drama, meditation, sports. £26.95. 
Details & to book: Peter Ball, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
0NG, 0865 244566. 

Sat 11 AYLESBURY. A Day in the 
Country’ at Puttenham. Explore the 
local & wider environment from a 
Christian perspective. Guest speaker, 
Barbara Wood. Organised by the local 
Christian Ecology Group & St Albans 
Diocesan Board for Social 
Responsibility. Details & booking form: 
0442 864634. 

Sat 11 NEWTON LONGVILLE. 

‘Banners for Easter’, a course organised 
by Cottesloe Christian Training 
Scheme. 10am-3pm St Faith’s Church 
Hall. Book by April 4. Contact: the 
Revd Judy Res, 15 Weston Rd, Great 
Horwood, MK17 0QR, 029671 3603. 
Wed 15 & Fri 17 READING. Stainer 
‘Crucifixion’ augmented choir from 


local churches & Reading Concert 
Singers. 7.30pm Whitley Hall 
Methodist Church. Refreshments. 
Details: 0734 425290. 

Sat25-Sun 26 DUCKLINGTON, 
Witney. Fritillary weekend. A walk 
round a local field of snakeshead 
fritillaries and other wild flowers. 
Church Flower Festival. Teas. 2-5pm. 

NOTICES 

NORTH OXFORD COUNCIL OF 
' CHURCHES invites you to join one or 
more of its study groups this Lent. All 
ages & denominations welcome. There 
are 14 groups at venues all over north 
Oxford. Prayers for Lent will be held 
weekly from Thurs. March 12, 1.15- 
1.45pm at St Giles Church, Woodstock 
Rd and from Tues. March 10, 6.15- 
6.45pm at the URC, Summertown. 
Full details: Carolyn Llewellyn, 53 
Blenheim Drive, Oxford OX2 8DL, 
0865 53144. 

THE ABBEY, Sutton Courtenay March 
programme includes: 9-1 1 Gardening & 
Meditation Retreat, the Revd Dr Susan 
Cole-King & Matthew Needham; 14-15 
‘Wrestling with God- a new look at the 
Old Testament’, Janet Lake, Rachel 
Ridley; 20-22 ‘O let them be left, 
wildness and wet’. Grave Jordan; 29 
‘The purpose of life: a quiet day’, the 
Revd Peter Dewey; Mar 15 - Apr 12 
individually guided Lent retreat, the 
Revd Dr Susan Cole-King. Full details: 
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon, OX14 4AF, 0235 847401 . 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board's charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 



